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"sIm-Sp-ß-√q¿ {]-tZ-i-Øn-s‚ Ncn-{X-ss]-Xr-Iw
am-Xr-Im-]-c-am-bn kw-c-£n-°p-I-bm-Wv e£yw'
I-gn™ A©p-h¿-j-ß-fn¬ sI. kn. F®v. B¿ ]e K-th-j-W-]-≤-Xn-I-fpw hn-P-b-I-c-am-bn G-s¡-Sp°p-I-bp-≠m-bn-´p-≠v. Ah-bn¬ {]-[m-\-s∏-´-h-bm-Wv ""-a-[y-Ime tIcf KWn-X-im-kv{Xw; bq-tdm-∏n-te-°p≈
hym-]-\w-'' F∂ hn-j-b-Øn¬ Cw-•-≠n-se FIvkn-¡¿ k¿-∆-I-em-im-e-bp-am-bn k-l-I-cn-®v \S-Ønb A¥¿tZ-iob in-ev]-im-e-bpw I-gn-™-h¿-jw Xn-cp-h-\-¥-]p-cØp \S∂ A¥¿-tZ-iob tIcf Ncn-{X sk-an-\m-dpw.AXn-\p-tijw sI.-kn. F®v Bdn-s‚ B`n-ap-Jy-Øn¬ \S-°p∂ A¥¿-tZ-iob am-\-ß-fp≈ a-s¡m-cp ]≤Xn-bm-Wv ap-kn-cn-kv sl-dn-t¡Pv t{]m-P-Iv¡pw AXp-am-bn _‘-s∏´ Ncn-{X ]p-cm-h-kvXp Kth-j-W-{]-h¿Ø-\-ß-fpw.
ap-kn-cn-kv F∂ hn-Jym-X-amb {]m-No\ Xp-d-apJ ]´Ww kw-_-‘n® ]p-cm-h-kvXp Is≠-Ø-ep-Iƒ N-cn{X-K-th-j-I¿-°v hfsc Xm-ev]-cy-ap≈ Hcp hn-j-b-am-Wv. Zo¿LImeam-bn CXp kw-_-‘n-®p-≠mb A-t\zj-Wßƒ H∂pw Xs∂ Xr-]vXn-I-c-amb \n-K-a-\-ß-fn-se-Øm≥ klm-b-I-c-am-bn-´n-√.
b-Ym¿-∞-Øn¬ ap-kn-cn-kn-s\-∏-¡n-bp≈ Adn-hn-s‚ A-]-cym-]vXX tIcf Ncn-{X hn-PvRm-\-Øn¬ H¡s∏´ Hcp Im-cy-a√. tI-c-f-Øn-se ]p-cm-h-kvXp Kth-jWw Xo¿-Øpw Ah-K-Wn-°-s∏´ Hcp ta-J-e-bm-Wv.
Ign™ A-º-Xp-h¿-j-ß-fm-bn \mw Cu ta-J-e-bn¬ ]p-e¿-Ønb D-Zm-ko-\-X-bpw Im-cy-£-a-X-bn-√m-bva-bpw
`q-X-Im-e-sØ-°p-dn-®p≈ \Ωp-sS Xn-cn-®-dn-hn-s\ km-c-am-bn _m-[n-®n-´p-≠v. AXp-sIm-≠v Cu ta-J-e-bn¬
{i-≤ tI-{µo-I-cn-t°-≠Xv sI. kn. F®v. Bdn-s‚ {]-[m-\-s∏´ IS-a-bm-sW∂v Rm≥ Icp-Xp-∂p.
I-S-en-te°v Nm™v \n-ev°p∂ Hcp Ip-∂n≥ Ncn-hv t]m-se-bm-Wv tI-c-f-Øn-s‚ `q-{]-X-ew. A-Xn-\n-S-bnem-Wv ]Sn-™m-´v Hgp-Ip∂ 41 ]p-g-I-fpw A-h-bp-sS \n-c-h[n ssI-h-gn-I-fpw . Imew sX-¡m-sX F-Øp∂ Ime-h¿-jw Cu Ncn™ `q-X-e-Øn¬ ]p-cm-h-kvXp Ah-in-jvS-Iq-ºm-c-ß-fp-sS km-[y-X-Isf C-√m-Xm-°n. ]p-cmh-kvXp `m-j-bn¬ ]d-™m¬ tI-c-f-Øn¬ "B¿-°n-tbm-f-Pn-°¬ au-≠p-Iƒ' C-√m-Xm-bXv AXp-sIm-≠pIq-Sn-bm-I-Ww. C\n F-s¥-¶n-epw Fhn-sS-sb-¶n-epw Ah-ti-jn-s®-¶n¬ Xs∂ D-b¿∂ P\-km-{µ-X-bpw h≥`q-hn-\n-tbm-K-hpw kw-`-hn® tI-c-f-Øn¬ Ah \jvS-s∏-Sp∂ Ah-ÿ-bp-≠m-bn. Bh-iy-amb N-cn-{X-t_m-[an-√m-bva ]e Ncn-{X-t{km-X- p-I-fpw \-jvS-s∏-Sm≥ Im-c-W-am-bn-cn-°m-\n-S-bp-≠v. Aßs\ \n¿-am¿-P\w sNø-s∏´ \Ωp-sS ]p-cm-h-kvXp-]-c-amb ss]-Xr-I-k-ºØv hfsc Gsd-bm-Im-\m-Wv km-[y-X.
sIm-Sp-ß-√q¿ {]-tZ-i-Øn-s‚ Ncn-{Xw tI-c-f-Øn-s‚ a¡p {]-tZ-i-ßsf At]-£n-®v kº-∂-hpw k-¶o¿Æ-hp-am-Wv. tI-c-f-°-c-bn¬ BZy-am-bn hy-h-ÿm-]n-X-amb ssh-tZ-inI kmw-kvIm-cnI km-º-ØnI _‘ßƒ-sIm-≠v am-{X-a-√n-Xv. B {]-tZiw Ncn-{Xm-cw-`-Im-ew apX¬ khn-ti-j-amb Hcp atXXc kw-kvIm-c-Øns‚ Cu-¡n-√-am-bn-cp-∂p. Ct∏m-gpw ]q¿-Æ-am-bn \in-®p t]m-ImØ Ip-sd-tbsd N-cn-{Xm-h-in-jvSßƒ AhnsS Ds≠-∂-Xpw Ah tI-c-f-N-cn-{X-Øn-s‚ Xp-S¿-®-bpw CS¿-®-bpw kq-Nn-∏n-°m-\m-Ipw-hn-[w kº-∂-am-Wv
F∂-Xpw sIm-Sp-ß-√q¿ {]-tZ-i-Øn-s‚ henb Hky-Øm-Wv. \m-Sn-s‚ ss]-Xr-I-Øn¬ \m-´p-Im¿-°p≈ A`nam-\w ap-kn-cn-kv sl-dn-t¡Pv t{]m-P-Iv¡n-s‚ Hcp henb A-\p-{K-l-am-Wv. AXp-sIm-≠v P\-Io-b-hpw km-t¶Xn-I-hpw A°m-Z-an-I-hp-amb an-I-hp-Iƒ H∂p tN-cp∂ Hcp am-Xr-Im ss]-XrI kw-c-£-W-]-≤-Xn-bm-bn
CXv cq-]-s∏-Sp-Øm≥ I-gn-bp-sa-∂m-Wv Fs‚ {]-Xym-i. CXn¬ Xev]-c-cmb F-√m-h-cp-sS-bpw klm-b-k-l-Ic-Wßƒ Rm≥ A-`y¿-∞n-°p-∂p.
sI.F≥.]Wn-°¿
sN-b¿-am≥, sI.kn.F®v.B¿
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ap-kn-cn-kv sl-dn-t¡Pv ]≤-Xn:
tI-c-f-N-cn-{X-Øn-s‚ K-Xn-hn-\ym-kw
]cn-N-b-s∏-Sp-Øm-\p≈ DZy-aw
\-Ωp-sS ]q¿-∆nI¿ ap-Nn-dn (Muciri) F∂pw hn-tZ-in-Iƒ ap-kn-cn-kv (Muziris)

F∂pw hn-fn-®n-cp∂ ae-_m¿
Xo-csØ Xp-d-ap-J-]-´-W-sØ-°p-dn-®v `m-hp-I-Xzw \nd™ hn-h-c-W-ß-fm-Wv {]m-No-\-bm-{Xm-hn-h-c-W-ß-fnepw km-ln-Xy-Ir-Xn-I-fn-epw D≈-Xv. ASp-Ø-Im-eØv I-s≠-SpØ hnb∂ ]m-∏n-dkv (AD 100-200) tc-J-I-fpw
A-¥m-cm-jv{S I®-h-S-_-‘-ß-fn-se ap-kn-cn-kn-s‚ {]m-ap-Jyw hy-‡-am-°p-∂p-≠v. ap-kn-cn-kn-se Hcp I-®-hS-°m-c\
- pw Ae-Ivkm≥-{Un-bb
- n-se Hcp Cd-°p-aXn G-P‚
- pw XΩn-ep-≠m-°nb I®hS DS-ºS- n-bm-Wv {]-kvXpX
tcJ. sIm-Sp-ß-√q¿ {]-tZ-iØv s]-cn-bm-dn-s‚-Xo-cØv ÿn-Xn sN-bvXn-cp∂ B ]u-cm-WnI C≥-tUm˛ tdma≥ Xp-d-ap-J-]-´-W-sØ-°p-dn-®v \n¿-`m-Ky-h-im¬ C\n-bpw Xr-]vXn-I-c-amb ]p-cm-h-kvXp sX-fn-hp-Iƒ e`y-ambn-´n-√. tdma≥ I®hS _‘ßsf∏¡n am{Xa√ ]›ntajy, B{^n° XpSßnb {]tZißfnse
kwkvImcßfpambn tIcfØns≥d sImSp°¬ hmßepIfpw A∂sØ \ΩpsS \mSns≥d Ahÿbpw
a\ nem°m\p≈ Hcp Zo¿-L-Ime im-kv{Xob ]T-\-{]-{In-b-bp-sS Xp-S-°-am-Wv kw-ÿm\ k¿-°m-cn-s‚ apkn-cn-kv ]≤-Xn-bp-am-bn _‘-s∏´v ]-´-WØv \S-°p∂ D¬J-\-\-{]-h¿-Ø-\-ßƒ.
h-S°v aXn-e-Iw, sX°v hS°≥ ]d-hq¿,- In-g°v tN-µ-aw-K-ew˛ Ir-jvW≥ tIm-´, ]Sn-™m-dv A-d-_n-°S¬, GI-tZiw Cu AXn-cp-Iƒ-°p-≈n¬ sIm-Sp-ß-√q¿ Bÿm-\-am-bn In-S-°p∂ Cu {]-tZ-i-Øn-s‚ Ncn{X-k-ºØv ho-s≠-Sp-Øv im-kv{Xo-b-am-bn kw-c-£n-®v k-hn-ti-j-N-cn-{X-]-T-\m-\p-`-h-am-°n am-¡p-hm-\p≈ Hcp
kw-cw-`-am-Wv ap-kn-cn-kv sl-dn-t¡Pv t{]m-P-Iv¡v (MHP). Cu {]-tZ-isØ Ncn-{X-kvam-c-I-ßsf Ncn-{X \-S-∏mX-I-fpw Ncn-{X-P-e-]m-X-I-fpw hgn Iq-´n-bn-W-°n,k-µ¿-i-I¿-°v tI-c-f-N-cn-{X-Øn-s‚ K-Xn-hn-\ym-k-ß-fp-sSbpw cq-]-]-cn-Wm-a-ß-fp-sS-bpw Hcp ]-cn-tOZw ]cn-N-b-s∏-Sp-Øm-\p≈ DZy-aw Iq-Sn-bm-Wn-Xv. (CXp-am-bn _‘s∏´ `q-]Sw A\y-{X sIm-Sp-Øn-´p-≠v) tIcf k¿-°m-cn-s‚ hn-hn[ h-Ip-∏p-Iƒ tbm-Pn-®v \S-∏n-em-°p∂ Cu
]-≤-Xn-bp-sS `c-W-\n¿-∆-lWw Sq-dn-kw hIp-∏n-\m-Wv. C-Xn-s‚ km-t¶-XnI A°m-Z-anI t\-Xr-Xzw tIcf
Ncn-{X KthjW Iu¨-kn-en-\m-Wv (sI.kn.F-®v.B¿)
C-t∏mƒ sI. kn. F®v. B¿ aq∂p {]-[m\ {]-h¿-Ø-\-ß-fm-Wv Cu Np-a-X-e-bp-sS `m-K-am-bn \-S-Øp-∂Xv. 1. Ncn-{X ˛ ]p-cm-h-kvXp ˛ kmw-kvIm-cnI ˛-`q-Xe ]cy-th-j-W-ß-fpw (Exploration) k¿-t∆-I-fpw 2. D-¬J\\w (excavation) 3. sX-fn-hp-I-fp-sS hn-i-I-e-\-]-T-\-ß-fpw Ah-bp-sS {]-kn-≤o-I-c-W-hpw.

k¿-t∆-Iƒ
sIm-Sp-ß-√q¿ tI-{µo-I-cn-®v GI-tZiw 20 NXp.-In. ao {]-tZ-iØv ˛ Ncn-{X, ]p-cm-h-kvXp, kmw-kvIm-cnI
sX-fn-hp-Iƒ-°m-bp≈ ]T\ k¿-t∆Iƒ 2006 Un-kw. 27\v B-cw-`n-®Xv GXm-≠v ]q¿-Øn-bm-bn-´p-≠v. ]cn-ioe\w e-`n® 50 ¬∏cw tIm-tfPv ˛ k¿-h-I-em-ime hn-Zym¿-∞n-I-fm-Wv k¿t∆ {]-h¿-Ø-\-ß-fn¬ G¿-s∏-´Xv. k¿-t∆-bn¬ \n∂v e`n-°p∂ sX-fn-hp-Iƒ im-kv{Xo-b-]-T-\-Øn-\p hn-t[-b-am-°pw.- ]d-hq¿˛- tN-µ-aw-Kew˛ ]´Ww {]-tZ-i-ß-fn-se k¿-t∆Iƒ D¬J\\ {]-h¿-Ø-\-ßƒ-°p-ti-jta Bcw-`n-°q.

N-cn-{X-ayq-kn-bw
sIm-Sp-ß-√q¿ tI-{µ-am-°n ta¬ kq-Nn-∏n® {]-tZ-i-Øn-s‚ Ncn-{X˛ kmw-kvIm-cnI kºØv im-kv{Xo-bam-bn kw-c-£n-°m-\p-X-Ip∂ Hcp ayq-kn-bw F∂ Bi-b-Øn-\v s]m-Xp-P-\-ßƒ-°n-S-bn¬ \n∂v B-im-h-lamb {]-Xn-I-c-W-am-Wp-≈-Xv. Cu {]-tZ-iØv [m-cm-fw ]p-cm-h-kvXp-°-fpw kmw-kvIm-cnI A-h-in-jvS-ß-fpw
Po¿-Æn-°m-sX-bpw \jvS-s∏-Sm-sX-bpw hy-‡n-I-fp-sS-bpw Ip-Spw-_-ß-fp-sS-bpw a¡pw ssI-hiw D-s≠∂v
k¿-t∆Iƒ hgn Adn-bm≥ Ign-™p. Ch ap-kn-cn-kv ]≤-Xn-bp-sS `m-K-am-bn ÿm-]n-°p∂ ayq-kn-b-Øn-te°v
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kw-`m-h\ sN-øm≥ Xøm-dm-tWm F∂ tNm-Zy-Øn-\p A\p-Iq-e-amb adp-]-Sn-Iƒ am-{Xa√ e-`n-®Xv ]e-cpw
DS-\Sn Xs∂ Ah kw-`m-h\ sN-øp-I-bpw sN-bvXp. Ah kq-£n-°m≥ sIm-Sp-ß-√q¿ X-l-kn¬-Zm¿ {io.
sI. Fw.-tPm-kv Xm¬-°m-enI ku-I-cy-hpw e`y-am-°n-bn-´p-≠v. Cu hkvXp-°-fp-sS D-S-a-ÿm-h-Im-iw kw-`mh\ sN-øp∂ hy-‡n-bp-sS-tbm Ip-Spw-_-Øn-s‚-tbm ÿm-]-\-Øn-s‚-tbm t]-cn¬-Xs∂ \n-e-\n¿-Øn Ahbp-sS im-kv{Xob kw-c-£Ww Dd-∏m-°n Cu ti-J-cWw ap-t∂m-´p sIm-≠p-t]m-bm¬ \m-Sn-\m-sI am-Xr-I-bmIp∂ Hcp P-\-Iob Ncn-{X-ayq-kn-bw bm-Ym¿-∞y-am-Ipw F∂ Im-cy-Øn¬ kw-i-b-an-√.

D-¬J-\-\w
im-kv{Xo-b-am-bpw hfsc kq-£va-X-tbm-sS-bpw Hcp i-kv{X-{In-b-bv°p th≠ Pm-{K-X-tbm-sS˛ \S-tØ≠
H-∂m-Wv ]p-cm-h-kvXp D¬J-\-\w. ]e im-kv{X-im-J-I-fp-sS-bpw im-kv{X-PvR-cp-sS-bpw km-∂n-≤yw D¬J\-\{]-tZ-iØv D≠m-tI-≠-Xp-≠v. C-t∏mƒ sI. kn. F®v. B¿ ]´-W-Øn¬ \S-Øp-∂Xv A-Ø-c-sam-cp _lp-hnjbo (Multi disciplinary) K-th-j-W-{]-h¿-Ø-\-am-Wv.
B¿-°n-tbm-f-Pn-°¬ k¿t∆ Hm^v C≥-Uy-bp-sS A-\p-a-Xn-tbm-sS tIcf ]p-cm-h-kvXp˛ Sq-dn-kw ˛ dh\yq h-Ip-∏p-I-fp-sS kl-I-c-W-tØm-sS sI.-kn. F®v. B¿ \-S-Øp∂ hen-sbm-cp Zu-Xy-am-Wn-Xv. ]p-cm-hkvXp- im-kv{X-hp-am-bn _‘-s∏´ hn-hn[ im-J-I-fn¬ C≥-Uy-bn-se-ºm-Spw \n-∂p≈ hn-Z-Kv≤-cp-sS-bpw C≥Uy-bv°v ]p-d-Øp≈ ÿm-]-\-ß-fp-sS-bpw tk-h\w CXn-\m-bn {]-tbm-P-\-s∏-Sp-Øp-∂p-≠v.
5 ao x 5 ao As√-¶n¬ 3 ao x 3 ao Af-hp-I-fn¬ Ip-Øs\ Xm-tgm-´v Ip-gn-°p∂ co-Xn-bm-Wv Chn-sS
A-h-ew-_n-°p-I. hn-hn[ kw-kvIm-c-ß-fp-sS A-h-in-jvSßƒ `q-an-°-Sn-bn¬ hy-Xy-kvX A-S-cp-I-fm-bm-Wv ImW-s∏-SpI F∂ XXz-sØ A-h-ew-_n-®p-sIm-≠p≈ D¬J\-\-co-Xn-bm-bn-cn-°pw (stratigraphy) Chn-sS \S-∏nem-°p-I.
`q-X-Im-e-Øn-s‚ AI-e-ß-fn-se-hn-sS-tbm \Ωp-sS ]q¿-∆n-I¿ Ah-ti-jn-∏n® AS-bm-f-ßsf im-kv{Xob-am-bpw BZ-c-thm-sS-bpw ssI-Im-cyw sN-øm-\p≈ ]IzX CØcw {]-h¿-Ø-\-ß-fn¬ G¿-s∏-Sp-∂-h¿-°p-am{X-a√˛ Im-gvN-°m¿-°p-t]m-epw ˛ A-Xy-¥m-t]-£n-X-am-Wv. ]p-cm-h-kvXp Ah-in-jvSßƒ G-sX-¶n-epw `cWm˛-Xn¿-Øn-°p-≈n-se As√-¶n¬ Hcp tZ-i-Øn-s‚ am-{Xw kº-Ø√. a\p-jy-cm-in-°m-sI A-h-Im-i-s∏´
ss]-Xr-I-am-Wv.
]-´-WØv \S-°p∂ At\z-jWw C∂v \ap-°v ]-cn-Nn-X-amb kz-Xzmw-i-ß-tfm, Pm-Xn-I-tfm, aX-ß-tfm tZi-ß-tfm \n-e-hn-en-√m-Xn-cp∂ Ncn-{Xm-cw-`-Im-eØv G-Xm-≠v 2000 h¿-j-ßƒ-°p-ap-ºp-≠m-bn-cp∂ a-\p-jy-Pohn-X-sØ-∏-¡n-bm-Wv. Ip-d-®p-Im-ew-ap-ºv tUm. sI.-]n.-jm-P-\pw a¡pw C-hn-sS \S-Ønb ]-T-\-ß-fn¬ \n-∂pw
e`n® Nne ]p-cm-h-kvXp sX-fn-hp-I-fpw kq-N-\-I-fp-am-Wv Chn-sS Iq-Sp-X¬ sX-fn-hp-Iƒ-°m-bp≈ At\z-jW-Øn-\v t{]-c-W-bm-b-Xv. Cu At\z-jWw ^e-{]m-]vXn-bn-se-Øn-bm¬ tI-c-f-N-cn-{X-Øn-se A]q¿-Æ-amb
Nne GSp-Iƒ ]q-cn-∏n-s®-Sp-°m≥ \ap-°v Ign-t™-°pw.

]p-cm-h-kvXp Kth-jWw F¥v? F¥n-\v?
]p-cm-h-kvXp-°-tfm-Sp≈ Iu-Xp-I-Øn¬ \n∂v Xp-Sßn hn-Im-kw {]m-]n® Hcp im-kv{X-im-J-bm-Wv ]p-cmh-kvXp-im-kv{Xw. Ncn-{Xw F∂ am-Xr-hn-PvRm-\-hr-£-Øn-s‚ Xm-bvth-cm-bn C∂v AXv hf¿-∂v Ign-™n-cn°p-∂p. _-lp-hn-j-bo-kz-`m-h-ap≈ Cu taJe \n-c-h[n im-tJm-]-im-J-I-fm-bn hf¿-∂p ]¥-en-®n-cn-°p-∂p.
`u-a-im-kv{Xw (Geology), am-\-h-hwi ]T\w (Ethnology) , `q-an-im-kv{Xw (Geography) \c-hw-i-im-kv{Xw (Anthropology) , ]cn-ÿn-Xn im-kv{Xw (Ecology), tem-l-im-kv{Xw (Metallurgy) Xp-S-ßnb im-kv{X-im-J-I-fp-sS-bpw inem-`q-X˛-P-¥p˛-k-ky-im-kv{Xßƒ (Paleo-zoology, Paleo- botany) Xp-S-ßnb \n-c-h[n D]-im-J-I-fp-sS-bpw ]p-cmh-in-jvS-ß-fp-sS hn-i-I-e-\w, kw-c-£Ww F-∂n-h-bp-am-bn _‘-s∏´ cmk˛ `u-Xn-I-im-kv{X-ß-fp-sS-bpw
(Physics, Chemistry) k-¶o¿-Æ-amb Hcp an-{in-X-am-bn-´p-≠v Cu im-kv{X-ta-Je. ]p-Xnb im-kv{X-im-J-I-fpw
km-t¶-Xn-I-hn-Zy-I-fpw ]p-cm-h-kvXp Kth-j-WsØ Iq-Sp-X¬ k-ºp-jvS-am-°p-∂-tXm-sSm-∏w k¶o¿-Æ-am-°pI-bpw sN-øp∂ Ah-ÿ-bm-Wn-∂p-≈-Xv.
am-\-h-cm-in-bp-sS Ncn-{X-Øn¬ FÆa¡ kw-kvIm-c-ß-fp-sS AS-bm-fßƒ Im-Wm-sa-¶n-epw en-Jn-X-sXfn-hp-Iƒ Gsd-sbm-∂pw A-h-ti-jn-∏n-°m-sX-bm-Wv Ah-bn¬ an-°-Xpw a¨-a-d-™-Xv. Chn-sS Hm¿-Ωn-t°≠
Hcp Im-cyw a\p-jy¿ (Homo sapiens) Cu `q-ap-JØv FØn-bn-´v c≠p e£w h¿-jt- Øm-fa- m-sb-¶n-epw Ah-cp-sS
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hn-ce
- p-Iƒ-°v A-£-cßƒ hg-ßn-bn-´v sh-dpw Aøm-bn-cw h¿-j-ßtf B-bn-´p-≈p F∂-Xm-Wv. Cu Aøm-bncw h¿-j-ß-fn¬ Xs∂ _lp-`q-cn-]£w P\-X-bpw km-£-c-cm-bXv F-{X-tbm ASp-Ø-Im-e-Øm-Wv. aÆn-\n-Sbn-se A-S-cp-I-fn¬ \n∂v e`n-°p∂ a¨-]m-{X-®o-fn-\pw \m-W-b-Øp-´n-\pw s]m-´nb ]fp-¶p-I-jvW-Øn-\pw \·-t\-{X-ßƒ-°p Im-Wp-hm≥ Ign-bmØ k-ky-]-cm-K-Øn-\pw [m-\y-Ø-cn-°pw Hcp s]m-Sn F-√p-I-jvW-Øn\p-sam-s° khn-ti-j-amb a-\p-jy-N-cn-{Xw ]d-bm-\p-≠m-Ipw F∂ ]p-cm-h-kvXp im-kv{X-Øn-s‚ Ah-Im-ihm-Zw {]-k-‡-am-Ip-∂Xv C-hn-sS-bm-Wv. ""IY ]d-bp∂ a¨-X-cn-Iƒ-'' F∂ {]-tbm-Kw ]p-cm-h-kvXp Kth-jW-Øn-\v A\p-tbm-Py-am-Ip-∂-Xpw A-Xp-sIm-≠p-X-s∂-bm-Wv.
G-dn-b-]-¶pw APvRm-X-amb a-\p-jym-\p-`-h-ß-fn-te-°p≈ hm-Xm-b-\-ß-fm-Wv Cu A-h-in-jvSßƒ F∂
t_m-[w, Hcp P\-X-°m-sI ]-¶p-sh-bv°m-\m-Ip-tºmƒ am-{X-am-Ipw ]p-cm-h-kvXp im-kv{X-Øn-s‚ {]-k-‡nbpw kmw-kvIm-cnI e-£y-hpw km-[y-am-Ip-I.

s]m-Xp-P-\-ß-tfm-Sv
]m-c-º-cy-k-aq-lßƒ ]p-cm-h-kvXp Kth-jWw \-S-Øp-I-tbm ]q¿-∆n-I-sc-∏-¡n-bp≈ Xß-fp-sS Adn-hv
h¿-≤n-∏n-°m≥ D’m-ln-°p-I-tbm sN-bvXn-cn-°n-√. ]s£ Ah¿ A-Øcw Ah-in-jvS-ßsf \in-∏n-°p-Itbm hn-¡p-Im-im-°p-I-tbm sN-bvXn-cp-∂n-cn-°n-√. Ah-cp-sS N-cn-{X-t_m-[w Aß-s\-sbm-s° sN-øp-∂-Xn¬
\n∂v A-hsc \n-cp-’m-l-s∏-Sp-Øn-bn-cn-°-Ww. F∂m¬ C-t∂m? Ncn-{Xm-\p-`-h-ß-fn-√m-Ø-h-cp-sS, h¿-Øam-\-Øn¬ am-{Xw A`n-c-an-°p-∂-h-cp-sS Im-eØv N-cn-{X-k-º-Øp-Iƒ \n¿-e-÷w \in-∏n-°pI am-{X-a√, Ah-bp-sS t]-cn¬ F¥p tIm-am-fn-Ø-c-hpw Im-´n-°q-´p∂ Ah-ÿ-t]m-ep-an-t√ F∂v kw-i-bn-t°-≠n-bn-cn-°p∂p. CØ-cp-W-Øn-em-Wv ]-´-W-Øp-Im-tcm-Sv Cu im-kv{Xob ]T-\-]-cn-]m-Sn-°p th≠ F√m klm-b-ß-fpw
ap≥-Im-e-tØ-Xp-t]m-se Xp-S¿-∂pw \¬-I-W-sa∂v Rßƒ A-`y¿-∞n-°p-∂-Xv.
Cu {]-tZ-iØv \n∂p \n-ßƒ-°v e`n-®n-´p≈ ]p-cm-h-kvXp-°ƒ kq-£va-]-T-\-ßƒ-°m-bn Rßsf Gev]n-°-W-sa-∂pw Ah-bvs°-√mw \n-ß-fp-sS D-S-a-ÿm-h-Im-iw Dd-∏m-°p∂Xpw Bh-iy-s∏-Sp-tºmƒ Xn-cn-®pX-cp-sa∂ \n-e-bn-epap≈ Hu-tZym-KnI cko-Xp-Iƒ X-cp-sa-∂v Adn-bn-°-s´. Hcp sNdnb ]p-cm-h-kvXp-t]m-epw
tc-J-s∏-Sp-Øm-sX am-¡-s∏-´m¬ AXv \mw Ncn-{X-tØm-Sv sN-øp∂ hen-sbm-c-]-cm-[-am-Ipw.- F¥p-sIm-s≠∂m¬ AXns‚ Ncn-{X-k-µ¿-`-Øn¬ \n∂p am-¡-s∏-Sp∂ Hcp ]p-cm-h-kvXp Hm¿-ΩIƒ \jvS-amb a-\p-jymh-ÿ-bv°p Xp-ey-am-Wv. Cu D¬J-\-\-Øn-eq-sS-bpw ]cy-th-j-W-Øn-eq-sS-bpw R-ßƒ-°v e`n-°p∂ ]p-cm-hkvXp-°ƒ ]p-cm-h-kvXp kw-c-£-W-\n-b-a-{]-Im-cw im-kv{Xo-b-am-bn kw-c-£n-°-s∏-Sp-∂-Xm-bn-cn-°pw.
B-Xy-¥n-I-am-bn ]p-cm-h-kvXp-°-fp-sS DS-a-ÿm-h-Im-iw am-{Xa√ Rßƒ Chn-sS \S-Øp∂ Kth-j-W-]T-\-ß-fpw s]m-Xp-k-aq-l-Øn-\-h-Im-i-s∏-´-h-bm-Wv. sh-dpsX A-h-Im-in-IfmhpI am-{Xa√, `m-hn-X-e-ap-d-Iƒ°m-bn Ah- ÿm-bn-bmbn kw-c-£nt°≠-Xpw s]m-Xp-k-aq-l-Øn-s‚ IS-a-bm-Wv. Cu Zn-i-bn-ep≈ A-\p-Ic-Wo-b-amb Ncn-{X-t_m-[w ]´-W-hm-kn-I-fn¬ \n-∂v D≠m-Ip-sa∂ {]-Xo-£-bm-Wv Rßƒ-°p-≈-Xv.
s]m-Xp-P-\-ßƒ-°p-Iq-Sn ]¶m-fn-Ø-ap≈ D¬J\\ {]-h¿-Ø-\ßƒ hn-tZ-i-\m-Sp-I-fn¬ t{]m-’m-ln-∏n°-s∏-Sm-dp-≠v. Chn-tS-bpw AXp-t]m-se, ap-gp-h≥ ka-b-hpw CXn-\m-bn am-¡n-sh-°p-hm≥ Ign-bp∂ aq-∂p-\mep \m´pIm¿-°pw D-¬J-\-\-Øn¬ ]¶m-fn-I-fm-Im≥ Ah-kcw \¬-Ip-∂p-≠v.
D¬J-\\w kw-_-‘n® hn-h-cßƒ am-[y-a-ßƒ-°pw \m-´p-Im¿-°pw \¬-Ip-hm≥ th≠ G¿-∏m-Sp-Iƒ
sN-bvXn-´p-≠v. Iym-ºv Hm-^o-kp-am-bn _‘-s∏-´m¬ A-Øcw Adn-bn-∏p-Iƒ kw-_-‘n® hn-hcw ap≥-Iq-´n
A-dn-bp-hm≥ Ign-bpw.- Nn-´-bmb {]-h¿-Ø-\-ßƒ-°v X-S- -am-Im≥ CS-bp-≈-Xp-sIm-≠v kµ¿-i-I¿-°v D-¬J\-\-k-a-bØv {]-th-i\w D≠m-bn-cn-°p-I-bn-√. C-°m-cy-Øn¬ th≠ F√m klm-b-k-l-I-c-W-ß-fpw sNbvXp-X-tc-≠Xv Cu {]-tZ-i-Øp-Im-cm-sW∂ Im-cyw {]-tXy-I-am-bn Hm¿-Ωn-∏n-°p-∂p. F∂m¬ D-¬J-\-\-kabw Ign-™v Iym-ºv Hm-^o-kn-epw a¡p-am-bn C-Xp-am-bn _‘-s∏´ A\u-]-Nm-cnI N¿-®-Iƒ-°pw k-µ¿-i-\ßƒ-°pw kabw Is≠-Øp-hm≥ Rßƒ {]-tXy-Iw {i-≤n-°p-∂-Xm-bn-cn-°pw.

]n.-sP. sN-dn-bm≥
U-b-d-IvS¿, sI. kn. F®v. B¿
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Excavation Project Team
Director
Dr. P.J Cherian: Overall academic and administrative supervision.
Co-Directors
1. Dr.K.P. Shajan: Excavation supervision, study of antiquities, soil and sediments and
photographic documentation. Supervision of one trench.
2. Dr.V. Selvakumar: Excavation supervision, Documentation and study of ceramics.
Maintenance of Site Note Book. Supervision of one trench.
Research Assistant (KCHR):
Dr. Jenee P, Maintenance of Antiquity Register and supervision of one trench.
Experts/Consultants
History-Ancient
Dr. P.M.Rajan Gurukkal
Director, SSS, MG University, Kottayam
Palaeo-Botany
Dr. M.D. Kajale
Department of Archaeology, Deccan College, Pune
Scientific Analysis of Artifacts
Dr. K. Krishnan
MS University, Baroda
Geo-Physics
Dr. T. Seshunarayana
Scientist, Geophysics, NGRI, Hyderabad
Archaeo-Zoology
Dr. P.K. Thomas
Department of Archaeology, Deccan College, Pune
History-Medieval
Dr. Kesavan Veluthat
Professor, Mangalore University
Chemical Analysis and Conservation
Dr. M.V.Nair
Director, NRLC, Lucknow
Metallurgy
Dr. Sharada Srinivasan
National Centre for Advanced Studies, Bangalore.
Epigraphy
Dr. M.R. Raghava Varier
Koyilandy.
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Muziris Heritage Project
Monuments, History pathways and Waterways
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Environmental History
Dr. K.V. Kunhikrishnan
North Paravur
Physical Anthropology
Dr. S.R. Walimbe
Department of Archaeology, Deccan
College, Pune.
Under-water Archaeology
Dr. Alok Tripathi
Superintending Archaeologist, ASI, New
Delhi
Dr. K Rajan
Professor, Dept. of History, University of
Pondicherry
Foreign experts/consultants may join the
team subject to the approval of GOI/ASI
Institutional Support
GIS, Satellite Pictures and GPR Surveys
1. Indian Space Research Organization
[ISRO]
Airport Road, Vimanapura, Bangalore.
2. National Geophysical Research
Institute (NGRI)
Uppal Road, Hyderabad.
Under-water Exploration
Southern Naval Command of Indian
Navy, Kochi
C-14 Dating and Accelerator Mass
Spectrometry [AMS]
1. Birbal Shahni Institute of Paleo Botany,
53, University Road, Lucknow
2. Institute of Physics, Sachivalaya Marg,
Bhuvaneswar- 751005
3. ANSTO Environment (Australian
Nuclear Science and Technology
Organisation) Pvt.Mail Bag I, Menai, N S
Wales, Australia
4. Australian National University, Dept.
of Nuclear Physics
Canberra, ACT 0200, Australia

5. Rafter Radio Carbon Laboratory
Institute of Geological and
Nuclear Sciences
30, Grace Field Road, Post Box 31-312,
Lower Hutt
New Zealand
Administrative Team
Finance Officer
Mr. T.P. Sivanandan, KCHR.
Camp Office & Public Relations
Smt. Sunanda Nair, KCHR.
Research Assistant, KCHR
Smt. Sandhya Krishnan, Documentation,
Logistics and Labour/Student
Attendance
Catering
Kudumbasree, Chittatukara Unit
Food & Accommodation
Mr. B. Dileep Kumar, KCHR
Transport
Mr. Santhosh J, KCHR
Project Assistance
Mr. K.Rajendran
DTP Assistance
Ms. Prasanna S.R
Student Volunteers

(From various Universities and Research
Institutions in South India)

Mr.Dineesh Krishnan, Mr. Srikanth P.K,
Sujana Stephen, Smt. Sreelatha
Damodaran, Mr.Rajesh K.P, Ms.Rachel A
Varghese, Ms. Raseena C.R, Ms. Rafeena
C.R, Ms. Rahnas K.A, Ms.Nandini Raja,
Ms.Jithika K. Mohan, Mr.Rijesh Francis,
Ms.Soumya U.G, Ms.Soumya Areekal,
Ms.Shyama N.B, Ms.Divya P.H, Mr.Sujith
Sankar, Ms.Jenusha K.S, Mr.Abdul
Rahman, Mr.Senthil Kumar

Contact Numbers at the camp
Camp Office – 9847666630/9895398419
Director – 98474 49495
Co – Directors – 9446606816
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Muziris Heritage Project
Archaeological Research-Excavation and Explorations

The archaeological research associated with the Muziris Heritage Project will have
the following components:
a)
Archaeological excavations at Pattanam
b)
Exploration in the Kodungallur-Chettuva-North Paravur region
c)
Survey of archaeological, historical, topographical and anthropological
sources
d)
Scientific analysis of select artifacts and antiquities
e)
Publication of the excavation report
f)
Underwater archeological explorations if support forthcoming from the
Southern Naval Command of the Indian Navy and the Under-water
Archeology wing of the ASI
g)
Facilitate the establishment of a historical museum at Kodungallur

Archaeological Excavations at Pattanam

Pattanam lies between Kodungallur and North Paravur in the Periyar delta in
Ernakulam District, Kerala.
The hitherto archeological excavations and explorations conducted by the
Archaeological Survey of India [ASI], State Archaeology department and others on the
northern side of the river Periyar did not yield any material evidence for an early
historic port or settlement, though early medieval evidence is available in plenty.
With the recent discovery of some early historic artifacts at Pattanam, on the southern
side of river Periyar, a whole new discourse has been opened up and the present research
aims to carry forward the scientific enquiry in this regard.
The main objective of the present research, therefore, is to search for more archeological
evidence that would help to locate the first-ever early historic urban settlement or the
ancient ‘Indo-Roman’ port of Muziris or Muciri on the Malabar Coast.
KCHR has been granted license by the ASI, for conducting excavation at Pattanam and
explorations in the Kodungallur-Chettuva-North Paravur region during the season 200607. KCHR would collaborate with the Kerala State Archaeology department and expects
support from the Tourism Department, Revenue Department, ASI Thrissur Circle, Local
Self-Governments and other government agencies to meet its research objectives.
The excavation activities are expected to begin around the third week of February 2007.

Surface survey of archeological, topographical and anthropological sources

The surface survey programme began on 27th Dec. 2006 with a methodology
workshop for the fifty selected Graduate and Post-graduate students with archaeology
background. The survey was conducted in three phases with teams undertaking intense
plot-by-plot surface search for archaeological remains. They covered nearly 20 sq km
area on the northern side of the Periyar, east of the Arabian Sea, west of the Pullut river
and south of Mathilakam.
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The survey team recorded the archeological, topographical and anthropological
information in specific data sheets. GPS was used to locate important artefactual remains
and archaeological features. The archaeological collection was at random focusing on
pottery rims and characteristic body sherds. All artifacts collected were systematically
sealed in separate bags labeled with plot ID. They will be later analyzed to identify
their cultural and chronological significance.
Extensive enquiries were made among the local people regarding antiquities and
anthropo-cultural artifacts. Inventories were prepared for antiquities. Researchers
scrutinized the settlement registers in the taluk and village offices to elicit historical
information related to settlement patterns, ownership and place names.
The people of Kodungallur were quite receptive to the idea of a History Museum
and many have donated antiquities for the same. Discussions were held with the
Kodungallur Municipal Chairman and Tahasildar for identifying a suitable place to
exhibit these antiquities. This temporary museum can develop into the first People’s
History Museum in the state; the historical and cultural artifacts donated by the people
will be scientifically preserved and aesthetically exhibited in their names itself.
P.J.Cherian
Director, Pattanam Excavations

Pseudostomos or False Mouth

Cranganore (Kodangallur) said to have been formerly Muyiricodu, has been confidently identified with the Muziris of the ancients, “the greatest emporium of India” according to the Periplus Maris Erythraei, the river being known as the
Pseudostomos or False Mouth, a correct translation of Alimukam (AgnapJw), as the
mouth of the river is still called.
A Galletti & P Groot
Selections from the records of the Madras Government
The Dutch in Malabar, 1911, Page 9

Muziris

Muchiri or Muziris, located perhaps in the vicinity of Kodangallur/ Cranganore
(near Kochi), was linked to the trade in pepper, spices and beryl. A recently discovered Greek papyrus of the second century AD, documents a contract involving an
Alexandrian merchant importer and a financier that concerns cargoes, especially of
pepper and spices from Muziris, which provides evidence of the large volume of
this trade. References to the rich pepper trade with Malabar continue for centuries,
up to the time of the Portuguese. Locations of coin hoards suggest a link from Muziris
via the Palghat Gap-tapping the beryl mines- and along the Kaveri Valley to the east
coast.
Romila Thapar
History of Early India, 2002, Page 241
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Excavation Methodology
The Pattanam excavation programme is designed as a multi-disciplinary research
initiative involving historians, archaeologists, geologists, palaeo-botanists, archaeozoologists, geophysists, chemists, conservators etc. The data collected from the
excavation will be analysed by the respective experts, various institutions and
laboratories. The excavation method adopted here may be termed ‘Locus Methodology’.

Method of Excavation

The trenches will be named as PT07-I, PT07-II, PT07-III etc. ‘PT’ stands for Pattanam,
‘07’ the year of excavation and I, II, III… the serial number of the trench.
The method of excavation is digging the layers or loci on the reverse order of
deposition (Barker 1982). Each layer/feature/pit/structure/activity-area will be called
a locus (pl. loci) and an ID number will be assigned to these loci like 001, 002, 003…., as
per the sequence of the excavation. A locus will be distinguished on the basis of colour
(measured by Munsell colour chart), texture and composition. The depth of the top
level of each locus will be measured in relation to the Trench datum point which would
be the peg in the northwestern corner. This trench datum point should not be disturbed
throughout the excavation. The depth of various levels within the trench shall be
measured by placing a white string on top of the datum point, while its level is checked
by a line level or spirit level. The top plan of each locus will be drawn to scale on a
graph sheet, and the same will be drawn as a sketch drawing on the excavation datasheet.
Each locus will be excavated as one unit, whatever its thickness. If the excavator feels
that this locus may be excavated as two separate units, it could also be done. The
relationship of a particular locus with other loci has to be clearly documented. The
numbers of the loci that are touching a particular locus (i.e. adjacent, above and below)
have to be written down on the datasheet. As the excavation proceeds, the trench in
charge will have to prepare the Harris matrix explaining the relationship between the
loci.
Ref: Barker, P. 1982. Techniques of Archaeological Excavation. Batsford, London.
Harris Matrix Sample
001
003

002

004
Unexcavated
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Removal of soil deposit

The soil in the trench will be carefully removed using a trowel or a small pick axe.
These tools will have to be used judiciously and carefully. If any significant object is
felt, it should be approached cautiously. Only after ascertaining its preservation status
further excavation can proceed. If bricks or other large objects are found, they should
not be disturbed. Carefully remove the soil around them to ascertain if they form part
of a structure or feature. If any small, tiny artifacts are found during digging, they
should be removed immediately and put into antiquity bag along properly labeled.

Sieving and sorting the materials

The soil recovered will be sieved and antiquities will have to be gathered into the
envelops. Each antiquity will have a separate bag and ID no. Pottery will be separately
collected, labeled and shifted to the pottery yard. Tiles and complete bricks will have to
be collected along with the pottery.

Pottery Yard

The pottery collected from each locus will be water-washed and stored in the grids
created in the open area. They will be counted and weighed.

Labeling

All the envelops containing pottery and antiquities will have labels mentioning the
Trench No, Locus No., date and other essential details.

Documentation

The nature of the loci and the antiquities need to be written in great detail in the
datasheets. Wherever photo documentation is necessary, it will be done, before
excavation proceeds further. If artifacts are part of a feature they should not be removed
(cleaned) without photography and documentation. Scaled top plans, elevations and
sections will be done wherever necessary. Professional draughtsman will be engaged
for documenting important features.

Cleanliness

The trench and its immediate surroundings shall be maintained clean and tidy.

V.Selvakumar

Co-Director, Pattanam Excavations
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Peutinger Table
The Tabula Peutingeriana, now in the National Library at Vienna derives its name from the
16th century scholar Konrad Peutinger who owned it. Reference to Muziris is very clearly
made. Behind the name Muziris on the map, there is a large lake mapped Lakus Muziris
beside which is an icon marked templ(um) Augusti. The existing map is a late medieval copy
derived from a fourth century original which had itineraries going back perhaps to the second
century A.D.

© Printed and published by Director, KCHR, Trivandrum, 2007
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Kerala Golden Jubilee
Research/Publication Fellowships
The Kerala Council for Historical Research [KCHR] proposes to institute two
categories of fellowships coinciding with the Golden Jubilee celebrations of
Kerala State formation, to further research and publication related to the
history of Kerala. The fellowships offer both academic and monetary support.
The assistance will be available to Indian nationals only.

An Appeal
Memorial fellowships and
endowments can be instituted
with KCHR to foster knowledge
based research. We request
individuals, families, institutions
and trusts to make use of this
facility. Let our dear ones be
nobly remembered.
Digitising Kerala’s Past
The project offers facilities for
preserving photographs, rare
books and documents
free of cost.
Malayalee Family History and
Biography Archives
Document your memories and
reflective thoughts and enrich
the archives.

I. Fellowships for Preliminary Post-Doctoral Research: The fellowship is
meant to initiate scholars into post- doctoral research. The financial assistance
will be in the form of seed money to enable them to develop their research
area and design. The assistance will be available only to scholars below 45
years of age.
The seed money will be limited to a maximum of Rs. 25,000/- and can be
utilised for field work, travel within India and contingency expenses. It would
be released in two installments — a part of the amount at the beginning of
the term and the balance on the submission of the report. The scholars are
expected to complete the work and submit the report within a period of six
months.
KCHR will give priority to gender studies, dalit history, local history,
environmental history, and themes relating to class consciousness. Other areas
of historical research will also be considered.
Selected researchers will be attached to senior subject experts or a committee
of experts for academic consultation and guidance. The KCHR will consider
the award of a post- doctoral fellowship for advanced research depending
upon the quality of the research design produced by the scholars.

Give the Gift of
History Reading
KCHR publications include 27
seminal volumes on
Kerala history

II. Fellowships to Revise Ph.D. Dissertation: The fellowship will support
scholars to modify their Ph.D. thesis for publication. The financial assistance
will be a maximum of Rs.50,000/- and can be utilised for field work, travel
within India and contingency expenses. The revised thesis should be
submitted to the Council within a period of one year. The fellowships will be
released in three installments on the basis of satisfactory interim reports. The
last installment will be released only after the submission of the final draft.
The scholar will have the facility to consult subject experts. If the KCHR
Research/Publication Committees find the revised work to be of high
academic standard, the KCHR will consider its publication.

Become a Friend of KCHR
Your friendship supports
excellence. Avail institutional,
individual and student
memberships.

Interested researchers may apply to the Director, KCHR, P B No 839, Vyloppilly
Samskrithi Bhavan, Thiruvananthapuram- 695 003, with his/her CV and a
detailed proposal. The scholar will be expected to make a presentation of
the proposal, revise it as per the suggestions of the referees and abide by the
rules and regulations of the award. The last date for receiving the applications
is 28th February 2007.

Kerala Council for Historical Research
Vyloppilly Samskriti Bhavan, PB No. 839, Nalanda, Thiruvananthapuram-3
Phone/Fax- 0471-2310409/ 0471-6574988
e-mail : kchr@sancharnet.in www. keralahistory.ac.in

Past for a Positive Future

