


I am delighted that the Kerala Council for Historical Research has instituted Fellowships for 
specific research on finds from the Pattanam excavations. The excavations have now reached 
a point when such detailed research is necessary in order to proceed with the study of the site 
and the social and economic context that gave rise to it. Archaeological materials are now being 
enriched by careful scientific analyses of the finds. Such analyses and further reconstructions of 
the context of the material will be a considerable help to understanding the significance of the site.

– Romila Thapar, Professor Emeritus, JNU, New Delhi

The Kerala Council for Historical Research (KCHR), an autonomous 
institute under the Department of Higher Education, Government of Kerala, 
India, is offering Senior and Junior International Research Fellowships in 
Material Culture Studies in the Pattanam Archaeology Research. 

Named after eminent archaeology researchers across the world, these 
reciprocal fellowships are dedicated to the advanced study of Pattanam 
excavation finds. The research opportunity is offered to pre-doctoral 
students, doctoral, post-doctoral and senior investigators to conduct cross- 
disciplinary research in collaboration with the Pattanam team to generate 
new knowledge and help preserve human heritage for future generations.

The eight seasons of excavations by the KCHR at Pattanam, India (N. Lat. 10º 
09.434’ ; E. Long. 76º 12.587’) have unearthed a large volume and array of 
Indian and non-Indian artifacts belonging to different cultures and cultural 
periods. The chronology of the Pattanam site spans three millennia from 

circa 1000 BCE with evidence of habitation across Iron Age, Early Historic, 
Medieval and Modern cultural periods. The Early Historic Period (3rd century 
BCE to 5th century CE) appears to be the most active phase of the site. 

Pattanam appears to be an integral part of the long ‘lost’ legendary port 
of Muziris/ Muciri Pattinam; copiously mentioned in various Indian and 
European classical sources. As the hub of the trans-oceanic spice network, 
Muziris seems to have integrated the peninsular Indian region (Tamizhakam) 
with the larger urbanisation process across the Indian Ocean littoral. 

The KCHR expects the research fellows to engage with, analyse and interpret 
the material data from the Pattanam excavations and extract information 
and knowledge out of them. Advanced archaeo-science methods and 
techniques as well as comparative studies of contemporary port-sites 
across the Indian Ocean, Red Sea and Mediterranean rims are imperative 
requirements. 



Areas of research 

•  Pottery: Local Pottery, Indian Rouletted Ware, Mediterranean Pottery 
(Amphora and Terra Sigillata), West Asian/Mesopotamian/South Arabian 
(Turquoise Glazed Pottery, Torpedo and Ovoid Jars), Unidentified Pottery 
Assemblage (Pattanam Ware etc) and Chinese Ceramics

•  Gem stone assemblage: Beads, gems, intaglio, cameo blanks, lapidary 
debitage  

•  Glass and other fabricated materials: Beads, gaming counters and 
glass fragments

•  Metal objects made of Iron, Copper, Lead & Gold: Coins, nails, 
tools, antimony rods, jewellery etc

•  Geological finds: Rocks, minerals, clay and sand

•  Archaeo-botanical remains: Spices, rice, other plant remains, peat, 
frankincense etc

•  Archaeo-zoological remains: Human and animal bones

•  Architectural remains: Burned bricks, tiles, ring-wells, toilet features

•  Terracotta objects: Spindle whorl, storage jars, discs, balls, lamps, lids, etc

•  Workshop contexts: Lapidary remains, crucibles, furnace/kiln, pottery/
brick/tile production

•  Wharf context: Canoe, bollards etc

•  Comparative study: Pattanam and contemporary sites

•  Stratigraphic analysis and cultural periods of Pattanam

•  Paleo-landscape of Pattanam

•  Digital Database

•  Image processing 

•  Web design 

•  Video documentary 

•  Conservation of Pattanam site and artifacts

Support
The KCHR would provide data relevant to the research proposal. The KCHR research team, which 
includes the Director, academic staff and research assistants as well as the collaborating experts 
from various universities and institutes, would provide academic consultation. The facilities of 
the KCHR at the Pattanam site can be availed for short duration during the preparation of the 
proposal. The applicants may contact the KCHR Research Officer for any specific help and also 
regarding the flexibility in application deadline: kchrtvm@gmail.com 
You may visit the KCHR website for the details on Pattanam research: www.kchr.ac.in

Guidelines
Eligibility: The qualifications are similar to the UGC SRF (Senior Research Fellowship) and JRF 
( Junior Research Fellowship) applicants. There will be no age limit.

Proposal: Applicants must prepare detailed research proposals in one or more aspects of the 
Pattanam archaeological data taking cue from the research areas suggested below. The proposal 
should contain the review of previous studies if any in the chosen research area, objectives, 
methodology, expected outcome, time schedule and any other relevant or specific aspect of the 
research question. 

Fellowship duration: SRF duration can be from one month to one year depending on the 
research question. JRF duration can be from three months to three years. The Fellowships are full 
time engagements but the duration of stay at Pattanam /KCHR can be proposal specific. 

Fellowship grant and contingency: The fellowship grant for SRF and JRF will be Rs. 18,000 
and Rs. 16,000 per month respectively (UGC rates). The contingency grant will be Rs. 25,000 per 
annum for both categories.

Travel grant: The selected Indian candidates will be paid 2-tier AC train fare - to join and return 
after the completion of the project.  For the same purpose, the foreign researchers will be paid the 
economy apex return air fare or travel grant limited to a maximum of 1000 US dollars.

Last date: No cut-off date for the receipt of applications.

Selection: The fundamental criterion for selection rests on the merit of the proposal. The academic 
qualification, references, achievements, collaborative and trans-disciplinary approaches and the 
applicant’s capability to carry out the research as envisaged in the proposal will also be definitely 
considered. The fellowship awards are subject to the KCHR terms and conditions.



PUBLICATIONS RELEVANT TO PATTANAM (...UP TO 2007)

1. Achan A.P., Annual Report of the Archaeological 
Department, Cochin State, Ernakulam, 1945–’46

2. Raman K.V., ‘Archaeological Excavations in Kerala’, 37th Indian 
History Congress Souvenir, University of Calicut, 1976

3. Sasibhooshan M.G., ‘Roman Coins from Kerala’, 
Malayalam Literary Review Special, Thrissur, 1987

4. Satyamurthy T., Catalogue of Roman Gold Coins, Dept. 
of Archaeology, Thiruvananathapuram, 1992 

5. Vimal Kumar C.K., Chittattukara Panchayath (Pattanam 
Gramam), Unpublished Monograph, Centre for Cultural and 
Ecological Studies (CCES), UC College, Alwaye, 1996. 

6. Rajan Chedambath, Investigations into the Megalithic and Early 
Historic Periods of the Periyar and Ponnani River Basins of Kerala, 
Unpublished Ph.D. Thesis, Deccan College, University of Pune, 1997

7. De Romanis F and Tchernia A. (ed), Crossings: Early 
Mediterranean Contacts with India, New Delhi, 1997

8. Cherian P.J., ‘ Archaeology of Death: The Urn Burials of the 
Periyar Belt’, Discourse(s), Journal for Multi-Disciplinary Studies, 
Vol.1, U.C. College Publication, Alwaye, 1998, pp. 101–113

9. Shajan K.P., Studies on Late Quaternary Sediments and Sea Level 
Changes of the Central Kerala Coast, India, Unpublished Ph.D. 
Thesis, Cochin University of Science & Technology, 1998

10. Whittakar CR, ‘ To Reach Out to India and Pursue the Dawn: The 
Roman View of India’, Studies in History, New Delhi, 1998, pp. 5–7

11. Rajan Gurukkal and Whittakar C.R., ‘In Search of Muziris’, 
Journal of Roman Archaeology, Portsmouth, 2001

12. Shajan K.P., Tomber R., Selvakumar V., and Cherian P.J., ‘Locating 
the Ancient Port of Muziris: Fresh Findings from Pattanam’, Journal 
of Roman Archaeology, Vol. 17, Portsmouth, 2004, pp. 312–320

13. Selvakumar V., Gopi P.K. & Shajan K.P., ‘Trial Excavation at 
Pattanam: A Preliminary Report’, Journal of the Centre for 
Heritage Studies, Vol 2, Thripunithura, 2005, pp. 57–66

14. Shajan K.P., Cherian P.J., Selvakumar V., ‘Pattanam Muziris Thanneyo?’ 
(Mal.), Aadharam, A Journal for Kerala Archaeology and History, 
Vol. I, Keraleeya Purathatva Samiti, Kottayam, 2006, pp. 50–59 

15. Cherian P.J., ‘Puravasthupadanam Oru Pichaveppinte 
Ormakurippu’ (Mal.), Suvarna Keralam Souvenir, Kerala University 
Publication, Thiruvananthapuram, 2006, pp. 170–174

16. Shinu Abraham, ‘Structuring and Intensive Surface Survey: Strategies for 
investigating the Early Historic Port site of Pattanam,’ Aadharam. 2006 

17. Whittakar C.R., ‘Trade Between Rome and Kerala: Conjunctures 
and Conjectures’, Proceedings of the International Seminar 
on Kerala History, KCHR, Trivandrum, 2006

18. Sidebotham S.E., ‘Contacts Between Kerala Coast of India and Early 
Roman Ports on the Red Sea Coast of Egypt’, Aadharam, Kottayam, 2006

PATTANAM RESEARCH BY THE KCHR (2007 – ‘14)

1. Cherian P.J. (Ed.), Pattanam Excavation Manual, KCHR 
Publication, Thiruvananthapuram, 2007 

2. Cherian P.J. (Ed.), Selvakumar V., Shajan K.P. (Co-directors), Interim Report of 
Pattanam Excavations 2007, KCHR Publication, Thiruvananthapuram, 2007

3. Cherian P.J., Selvakumar V., Shajan K.P., ‘Evidence for the Ancient Port of 
Muziri at Pattanam, Kerala’, Chemmozhi, Center of Excellence for Classical 
Tamil, Vol.2, Number 1, Chennai, October-December, 2007, pp. 26–27

Bibliography of publications related to Pattanam research

1



4. Shajan K.P., Selvakumar V., ‘Pattanam: The First Iron Age Early 
Historic Settlement of Kerala’, and ‘Recent Archaeological Excavations 
at Pattanam, Kerala’, in Manmathan, M.R., (Ed.), Archaeology 
in Kerala: Past and Present, Kozhikode, 2007, pp. 30–45

5. Cherian P.J., Selvakumar V. and Shajan K.P., ‘Pattanam in the Maritime 
History of South West India’, Proceedings of the International Seminar 
on Marine Archaeology, Indian Navy and A.S.I, New Delhi 2007

6. Cherian P. J. (Ed.), Pattanam Excavation Manual, KCHR 
Publication, Thiruvananthapuram, 2008

7. Cherian P.J. (Ed.), Rajan K, Selvakumar V., Shajan K.P. (Co-
Directors)., Interim Report of Pattanam Excavations 2008, 
KCHR Publication, Thiruvananthapuram, 2008

8. Cherian P.J., ‘The Ancient Port of Muziris and the Evidence on 
Indian Ocean Exchanges from Pattanam, India’, Proceedings 
of the Conference on Ancient Indian Ocean Corridors, University 
of Oxford and University College, London, 2008 

9. Cherian P.J., Shajan K.P., Selvakumar V., ‘Charithrarambhakaalathe 
Samskarika Vinimayangalude Jeevitha Mudrakal’ (Mal.), Janapadam, (Govt. 
of Kerala Publication), Thiruvananthapuram, October 2008, pp. 24–27

10. Cherian P.J., Selvakumar V., Shajan K.P., ‘The Muziris Heritage 
Project: Excavations at Pattanam-2007’ Journal of Indian Ocean 
Archaeology, November, 2007, New Delhi, 2008, pp. 1–10

11. Cherian P.J., ‘The Muziris Heritage Project and the Archaeological 
Research at Pattanam: An Overview’, The Living Dead and the 
Lost Knowledge, Department of Archaeology, Government 
of Kerala, Thiruvananthapuram, 2008, pp. 5–20

12. Selvakumar V., ‘Indo Roman Trade and Internal Exchange 
Systems of Ancient Tamil Country’, The Living Dead and the 
Lost Knowledge, Department of Archaeology, Government 
of Kerala, Thiruvananthapuram, 2008, pp. 21–28

13. Shajan K.P., ‘Evolution of Central Coast and the Formation of 

Pattanam: A Geo-archaeological Study’, The Living Dead and 
the Lost Knowledge, Department of Archaeology, Government 
of Kerala, Thiruvananthapuram, 2008, pp. 29–34

14. Raghava Varier M.R., ‘Graffiti and Brahmi letters from Pattanam: 
A Note on Continuity and Change in the Art of Writing’, The 
Living Dead and the Lost Knowledge, Department of Archaeology, 
Government of Kerala, Thiruvananthapuram, 2008, pp. 35–36

15. Tomber R., ‘The Imported Pottery at Pattanam: External Contacts and 
Trading Partners’, The Living Dead and the Lost Knowledge, Department of 
Archaeology, Government of Kerala, Thiruvananthapuram, 2008, pp. 37–38

16. Sidebotham S.E., ‘The Red Sea port of Berenike : Stopover 
Emporium Between the Mediterranean and Malabar Coasts’, The 
Living Dead and the Lost Knowledge, Department of Archaeology, 
Government of Kerala, Thiruvananthapuram, 2008 , pp. 39–40

17. De Romanis F., ‘Muziris Trade in the Roman Economy’, The 
Living Dead and the Lost Knowledge, Department of Archaeology, 
Government of Kerala, Thiruvananthapuram, 2008, pp. 41 

18. Sunil Gupta, ‘Beyond Roman Trade: The Periplus as an Indian Ocean 
Document’, The Living Dead and the Lost Knowledge, Department of 
Archaeology, Government of Kerala, Thiruvananthapuram, 2008, pp. 44–46

19. Cherian P.J., Tilok Thakuria, Mohanty R.K., Selvakumar V., Shajan K.P., 
‘Manufacturing of Stone Ornaments at Pattanam, Kerala: a Preliminary 
Study from 2007 Excavations’, National Seminar on Buddhism in Orissa 
& Joint Annual Conference, Dept. of Culture, Govt. of Orissa, 2009

20. Cherian P.J. (Ed.), Rajan K., Selvakumar V., Shajan K.P. (Co-
directors), Interim Report of Pattanam Excavations 2008, 
KCHR Publication, Thiruvananthapuram, 2009

21. Cherian P.J, Raviprasad G.V., Koushik Dutta, Dinesh Kr Ray, 
Selvakumar V., and  Shajan K.P., ‘Chronology of Pattanam: 
a Multi-cultural Port Site on the Malabar Coast’, in Current 
Science, Vol.97, No 2, Bangalore, July 2009, pp. 236–240

2



22. Cherian P.J., ‘Pattanam in Cochin as a Potential World Heritage 
Site’ in Sankarankutty Nair, T. P. (Ed.), India Yesterday and Today 
(A festschrift for Padmabhooshan Prof. Alappat Sreedhara 
Menon), Thiruvananthapuram, 2009, pp. 349–365

23. –––, ‘Pattanaparryavesanam’ (Mal.), Thaliru, Balasahitya 
Institute, Thiruvananthapuram, July 2009, pp. 28–34

24. –––, ‘The Exchanges Between the Early Historic Ports on the Malabar 
Coast and the Red Sea Port of Berenike’, Proceedings of the Thirtieth 
Annual Seminar-Maritime History Society, Mumbai, 2009, pp. 65–79

25. Cherian P.J., Selvakumar V., Shajan K.P., ‘Maritime Traditions 
of the Malabar Coast and the Findings of Pattanam Excavations 
– 2007’, Paddayya K. et. al (Ed.), Recent Research Trends in 
South Asian Archaeology, (Prof. H.D. Sankalia Birth Centenary, 
2007 Seminar Proceedings), Pune, 2009, pp. 321–331

26. Cherian P.J. (Ed.), Nambirajan M., Rajan K., Selvakumar V., 
Shajan K.P. (Co-Directors), Interim Report of Pattanam Excavations 
2010, KCHR Publication, Thiruvananthapuram, 2010

27. Cherian P.J., ‘Pattanam Puravasthu Sasthra Gaveshanathinte  
Shasthragathiyum Praadhaanyavum’ (Mal.), 
Sasthragathi, Calicut, February 2010, pp. 11–19 

28. –––, ‘Realising the Real’, Kerala Calling, (Kerala Govt. 
Publication), Thiruvananthapuram, July 2010, pp. 26–29      

29. Cherian P.J., Meenakshi C.S., ‘Charithrathilekkulla Pattana Pravesam’ 
(Mal.), Mathrubhumi Weekly, Calicut, September 2010, pp. 26–33   

30. Cherian P.J., (Ed.), Nambirajan M., Rajan K., Selvakumar V., 
Shajan K.P. (Co-directors), Interim Report of Pattanam Excavations 
2010, KCHR Publication, Thiruvananthapuram, 2010 

31. Cherian P.J., ‘Pattanam Bhoothakaala Prowdiyilekku Oru Kaiththiri’ 
(Mal.), Mathrubhumi Daily (Edit page), August 15, 2010

32. –––, ‘Manpaathrakkashnangal Parayunna Manushya 
Katha’, Deshabhimani Onam Special 2010, pp. 402–408

33. –––, ‘Silk Routes and the Eastern Contacts: The India 
Subcontinent Connection with the Mediterranean and West Asian 
regions’, Oxford University Lecture Series, Oxford, 2010

34. –––, ‘Pattanam: Pilgrimage Cultural’, Kerala Calling, (Kerala Govt. 
Publication), Thiruvananthapuram, January 2011, pp. 14–17 

35. –––, ‘Puravasthu Marupadi Parayatte’, (Mal.), Kalakaumudi, 
Thiruvananthapuram, August 2011, pp. 50–53

36. –––, ‘Pattanam to Challenge Eurocentric Notions and Help 
Rewrite the History of Indian Ocean Trade’, Sunil Gupta (Ed.), 
Journal of Indian Ocean Archaeology, No. 6, 2010, pp. 153–159

37. –––, ‘Pattanam Puravasthu Thelivukalum Keralathinte Aadima 
Christhava Charithravum’, (Mal.), Heritage and Development in the 
Mission of the Church, A festschrift in honour of His Grace, The Most Rev. 
Dr. Joseph Mar Thoma Metropolitan, Thiruvalla, 2011, pp. 300–308 

38. –––, ‘Pattanam – Randu Visadeekaranangal’, (Mal.), 
Kalakaumudi Weekly, August 2011

39. –––, ‘Postulating Hypothesis is No Crime’, The Hindu, 26th October 2011

40. –––, ‘Vivada Vyavaharangalum Pattanavum’, 
Mathrubhumi Daily, 29th & 30th November 2011 

41. KCHR Research Team Members, ‘Atisthanamillaatha 
Vimarsanangal’, (Mal.), Kalakaumudi Weekly, 2nd October 2011

42. Cherian P.J. (Ed.), Nambirajan M., Rajan K., Selvakumar V., 
Shajan K.P. (Co-directors), Interim Report of Pattanam Excavations 
2011, KCHR Publication, Thiruvananthapuram, 2011

43. Sethu, Marupiravi (Mal.), Kottayam, 2011 

44. Cherian P.J., ‘Crossing Cultures: Evidence of Maritime 
Exchanges from Pattanam Archaeological Site’, Msgr. 
Thomas Nedumkallel Memorial Lecture, Nirmala College, 
Muvattupuzha, 25th March 2011   
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45. –––, ‘Material Culture of Early Historic South India with 
Reference to Archaeological Evidence at Pattanam, Kerala’, 
International Seminar on Recent Advancement in South 
Indian Archaeology, Shimoga, Karnataka, 2012

46. Cherian P.J., ‘Acculturation in Antiquity: The Archaeological Evidence 
from Pattanam Port Site, Kerala, India’, Proceedings of the Conference 
on The Meanings and Uses of Cosmopolitanism, Bergen, Norway, 2012

47. –––, “Pattanam Archaeological Site: Evidence of Maritime 
Exchanges”, Tamil Civilisation, Vol 24, Tanjavur, Issue 1–2, 2012

48. Cherian P.J. (Ed.), Preeta Nayar (Co-director), Interim Report of Pattanam 
Excavations 2012, KCHR Publication, Thiruvananthapuram, 2012

49. Cherian P.J. (Ed.), Preeta Nayar (Co-director), Interim Report of Pattanam 
excavations 2013, KCHR Publication, Thiruvananthapuram, 2013

50. Cherian P.J., ‘Early Indian Ocean Exchanges: Archaeological Evidence 
from Pattanam Excavations, Kerala, India’, Proceedings of the Gulf 
Studies Seminar, Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi, 29th January 2013

51. –––, ‘Pattanam archaeological evidence and West Asian links’, 
Proceedings of the Second Eilat Conference, Israel, 2013

52. –––, ‘Indian Ocean Maritime Network and Urbanism: the 
Archaeological Evidence from Pattanam’, Proceedings of the 
International Conference on Maritime Networks and Urbanism 
in the Early Medieval World, Roskilde, Denmark, 2013

53. Cherian P.J. (Ed.), ‘The heart and soul of objects’, The Seventh Season 
Handbook on Pattanam Excavations 2013, Thiruvananthapuram, 2013

54. Sreenivasan P.V., ‘Basic Chemical Analysis of Soil from 
Pattanam Trench’ Interim Report of Pattanam Excavations 
2013, KCHR, Thiruvananthapuram, 2013 

55. Cherian P.J., ‘Indian Ocean Maritime Network and the 
Archaeological Evidence from Pattanam, India’, International 
Seminar on Roman Contacts, Irinjalakuda, 2013

56. –––, ‘The Future As Cultural Past: Ancient Maritime Exchanges 
and the Green Archaeology Project at Pattanam (Muziris)’, 
Proceedings of the Kerala Environmental Congress, Centre for 
Environment and  Development, Thiruvananthapuram, 2013

57. Niraj Rai and Thankaraj K., ‘Ancient DNA Studies on Pattanam 
Skeletal Remains: A Preliminary Report’, Interim Report of 
Pattanam Excavations 2013, KCHR, Thiruvananthapuram, 2013 

58. Ravi Prasad G.V., ‘AMS Radio Carbon Dating of the Pattanam 
Samples, 2011’,  Interim Report of Pattanam Excavations 
2013, KCHR, Thiruvananthapuram, 2013

59. Cherian P.J. (Ed.), Chris Gosden, Preeta Nayar and Wendy Morrison 
(Co-directors), Interim report of Pattanam Excavations 2014, KCHR 
Publication, Thiruvananthapuram, 2014 (Forthcoming)
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GOLD ARTIFACT FRANKINCENSEAMPHORA TOE IRON NAIL INTAGLIO WITH GODDESS TYCHEROMAN PILLARED GLASS

THE DIRECTOR, KCHR, P.B. NO 839, VYLOPPILLY SAMSKRITI BHAVAN, NALANDA, THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 695003, INDIA 
Phone: +91-471-2310409 / +91.94471-37651  |  Fax: +91-471-6574988  |  Email: kchrtvm@gmail.com  |   Web: www.kchr.ac.in

The eight seasons of excavation by the KCHR at Pattanam site have unearthed a large 
volume and array of Indian and non-Indian artifacts belonging to different cultures 
and cultural periods. The chronology of the Pattanam site spans three millennia from 
circa 1000 BCE with habitation evidence across Iron Age, Early Historic, Medieval and 
Modern cultural periods. 

Advanced research in archaeology implies negotiating knowledge bottlenecks through innovative trans–disciplinary and collaborative 
methods. It is about providing access to data and supporting advanced scientific procedures for the generation of open knowledge.

Please pass on the information in this handout to all potential researchers in archaeology.


