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q ook history is an interdisciplinary field
of study that examines the creation,
rssemination, and cultural impact of books.
It combines elements of literary, social,
and cultural history, as well as the study
of technology, economics, and politics, to
gain a comprehensive understanding of the
history of the book and its role in shaping
societies and cultures. Book historians study
the production and distribution of books, as
well as their reception, interpretation, and
use by readers, in order to gain insights into
the social, cultural, and intellectual history
of a particular time and place. We could
locate book history within the emerging
academic field of material culture that
studies the tangible objects, artifacts, and
physical products of human activity and
creativity, encompassing the study of the
design, production, use, and disposal of
material goods and is concerned with the
ways in which objects shape and reflect
cultural values, beliefs, and practices.
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Books are commonly understood in terms
of the content included in it in the form of

a written text. However, the field of book
history understands books as artifacts with
an array of qualities that often range beyond
their textual significance. The way books

are printed, crafted, circulated, annotated
or even destroyed holds infinite meanings
and are studied by the scholars of book
history to understand various ways in which
books become part of a material culture
with inroads into complex social realities
and become part of the cultural heritage.
Book historians have considered any piece
of written or printed text that has been
multiplied, distributed or in some way made
public as a book.

While it is a difficult task to pinpoint what
people actually read at an earlier pointin
history, book historians suggest many ways
through which one could make informed
inferences about the reading life of people.

Pierre Bourdieu’s concept of the ‘field of
cultural production” which considers the
literary field as a relatively autonomous
structured space with its own specific

laws of operation, but is embedded within
and subject to the indirect influences of

a larger field of power is significant here.
This framework helps one understand the
various agents operating in the field of
literary production and the changing social,
economic, political and technological
conditions that shape literary production.
Community and personal histories of
individuals play a significant role in deciding
what they read and how they read it. Book
historians give a lot of emphasis to the
personal histories of people in determining
the development of individual reading
selves.

The beginning of the field of book history
can be traced back to the publication of

the book LApparition du Livre (The Coming »
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» of the Book), by Lucian Febvre and Henri

- Jean Martin where they explored both
the technological, economic and cultural
history of print and explored the impact

of printing on European life and thought.
Robert Darnton’s contribution to the
cultural history of the book in France during
the Enlightenment is another seminal
contribution to the development of the
field. Darnton is credited with developing
the concept of the “communications
circuit” to describe the flow of information
in society. Elizabeth L. Eisenstein in her
work Printing Press as an Agent of Change
argued that the printing press had given
rise to transformations in the world such

as Renaissance, Reformation and Scientific
Rationality. Focusing on the reliability

of printed knowledge, Adrian Johns has
argued towards the study of printin their
local geographical, social and cultural
contexts to understand the ‘many cultures’
that might be underlying in a print culture.
This also resonated with what Nancy Fraser
suggested in her essay “Rethinking the
Public Sphere: A Contribution to the Critique
of Actually Existing Democracy”, that there
never was one single, unitary public and
instead the public sphere was always
composed of conflictual and antagonistic
publics. In a call for papers for PMLA, the
journal of the Modern Language Association
titled “The History of the Book and the Idea
of Literature”, the coordinators Seth Lerer
and Leah Price identifies how “a history of
the book has emerged that understands
print as not simply a technology but a form
of social behavior located in encounters
with the published word that define both

a public life and a private subjectivity.”
Such a shiftin focus in the discipline is
integral towards extending the study of
books as “repositories of canonical texts,
or as aesthetic objects, or as “evidence”
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for positivist bibliographic scholarship”
to looking at the texts in circulation and
consumption as a form of social behavior
with lasting impacts on the public and
private lives of individuals.

The methodology of book history is
interdisciplinary and draws on a range

of disciplines, including literary studies,
history, sociology, and cultural studies.

It involves a close examination of texts,
their production and dissemination,

and their reception and use by readers.
Book historians use a range of research
methods, including archival research with
an interest in the production, distribution,
and reception of books, bibliographical
analysis including the study of the physical
characteristics of books, such as format,
typeface, illustrations, and bindings, and

to understand their cultural significance,
cultural and literary analysis to understand
the content of books and their impact on
society and culture, historical research to
place books in their social, cultural, and
historical context, and to understand the
broader cultural and intellectual trends that
shaped their production and reception and
reception studies where the ways in which
books were read, interpreted, and used by
audiences, and to understand the impact of
books on society and culture are studied. By
combining these methods, book historians
aim to gain a comprehensive understanding
of the history of the book and its role in
shaping societies and cultures.

Book history is a rapidly growing and
evolving field of study, and there is ample
scope for further research in this area. Some
areas where research in book history could
be expanded include Digital Humanities,
studies on the global book history including
the book production developments in the

global south, the materiality of the book
including the physical aspects of the book
and the like. There is also a possibility

of further exploring the relationship
between books and the broader cultural
and intellectual trends of a particular time
and place and the reading practices to
understand the ways in which books xwere
read, used, and interpreted by audiences,
and the impact of these practices on society
and culture. Further research could also
examine the development of the publishing
industry, the economics of book production,
and the impact of technological innovations
on publishing practices. S

PRABHA ZACHARIAS

Assistant Professor

CHRIST (Deemed to be University)
Delhi
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@e complex history of reading practices
hows us how humanity has moved

from reading (and writing) on stone and
clay, through paper to the latest forms
enabled by digital devices. Alongside, one
can see the steady democratization of
reading and writing through the centuries,
a process that was further enabled by

the coming of the printing press. That of
course points to a different dimension of
book and reading histories, which is to do
with the relationship between technology
and capitalism, which influenced any
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number of phenomena, from circulation,
proliferation of forms of printed materials,
and a widely dispersed world bound
together by reading. In Kerala, the turn
towards printing and what was to become
avibrant print culture started from the early
19th century. Missionary endeavours and
Bible translations constituted a substantial
part of this. Soon this was to give way to

a far wider range of publications and by

the mid 19th century we begin to see early
newspapers, vernacular tracts and the
precursors of magazines. The tracts ranged
from reflections on religion to what today
one might characterize as early versions of
geographies, ethnographies and histories. In
time, printed material extended to stories,

HOW HUMANITY HAS

MOVED FROM

STONE AND CLAY
T0 DIGITAL DEVICES

G. Arumma <

novels, essays, commentaries and reports,
amongst other things. This is also the time
when education itself was being revamped
which meant consequently that textbooks
too became part of the large corpus of
books and other printed material that
became available to the reading public.
Print also radicalized language use and
prose writing, with Malayalam acquiring

a more demotic form though usage and
experimentation. With the steady expansion
of school education and reading came a
parallelincrease in the numbers of people
taking to writing. Such changes resulted

in a greatly transformed reading public
where print became the site for discussions,
contestations and possibilities for change. ¢
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VISUALITY,
CITYSCAPLS,
PUBLIC HISTORY

WAYS OF THINKING
CONTEMPORARY KERALA

@e project aims to use the visual as a

ay of studying Kerala’s contemporary
public history. It looks at a range of material,
from posters, billboards, statuary, wall
writing (including campaign material, and
other kinds of wall art, including graffiti

and painting), the use of flags, and public
notices amongst others. These, individually
and collectively provide us with a semiotic
system to study aesthetic, commercial and
political issues. °®
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KCHR PROJECT UPDATES /AN

HISTORY OF
EDUCATION
IN KERALA
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T{ CHR started to research the
educational history of Kerala in 2014
by collecting and documenting historical
records of centenary schools. After a break,
the aforesaid study has been restarted
as not only digitizing the records, but
also analyzing the historical perspectives
included in the growth of our educational
system, that include the educational
movements, leaders, and institutions of
these movements through interviews and
other methods in a larger view.

As a part of the project, over 700 centenary
schools across Kerala were enlisted and

the project envisages categorising them for
creating an educational map of Kerala. The
project also collects education-related news
in old newspapers, weekly and journals

to construct a comprehensive history of
education in Kerala. The visits to institutions
such as Vakkom Moulavi Foundation at
Thiruvananthapuram helped to collect
education-related news and editorials
published in Swadeshabhimani newspaper.e@
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A STUDY AND

DOCUMENTATION
OF THE HISTORICAL

HERITAGE OF
WAYANAD

Dr. Joshy Mathew
Pazhassiraja College, Pulpally, Wayanad

@e study envisages documenting the
rtefacts of Neolithic ages, including

the stone axes discovered from the Kabani
river valley in Wayanad and the banks

and confluence of Panamaram river and
Mananthavady river, in the possession of
individuals, schools, colleges, local libraries,
heritage museums and so on.
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This study on the material culture of
Wayanad is interdisciplinary in nature cross-
cutting the fields of archaeology, epigraphy,
anthropology and numismatics which
would possibly inform us on the feudal
social system in Kerala but also in other
states like Karnataka and Tamil Nadu. °
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KCHR PATTANAM ACTIVITIES R

SCHOOL OF
EPIGRAPHICAL

Certificate Course
in the Study of Old
Scripts

mhe first batch of the course at Pattanam
campus is upto the completion.

Under the guidance of experts, Prof. M. R.
Raghava Varier, Dr. T. S. Ravaishankar, and
Dr. V. Selvakumar, Sri. S. Rajendu and Sri.

E. Santhosh, the students got trained in
identifying, reading, and writing the scripts
in North Indian Brahmi, Tamil Brahmi
Vattezhuthu, Kolezhuthu, and Grandha.

As part of the coursework, students were
introduced to the process of deciphering the
text of inscriptions, palm-leaf manuscripts,
copper plates, and prints, trained to analyse
the information contained in them, and
familiarised with the language in them.

Field opportunities were also given to focus
on the practical skills required for the hands-
on study of epigraphic documents and
these sessions were conducted in museums
at Hill Palace Museum, Trippunithura and
Pazhassi Raja Museum, Kozhikode and sites
at Chavakkad, Thazhekkavu, Kurumathur,
Nelppini, Trikkulashekharapuram,
Chenamagalam, and Iranikalam. They also
underwent practical training in estampage,
a conventional process to obtain the replica
of an inscription using map litho paper and
ink and a workshop in 3D scanning.
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Afield Session by M. R. Raghava Varier at Pazhassiraja Archaeological Museum | Photo: Jishnu S. Chandran, KCHR‘

In addition to classroom and field

activities, special lectures by scholars in
multidisciplinary fields were organized to
impart background, contemporary theories,
methodology of investigations, and critical
investigations in the area of study. As part of
this, Prof. Susmitha Basu Majumdar,

Prof. K. Rajan, Dr. Abhilash Malayil,
Dr. V. P. Markos, Dr. K. V. Dileep Kumar, and
Dr. E. Sreejith took classes for them. °

KCHR NEWSLETTER / 7

01/08/23 12:34 PM



B KCHR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

KCHR
FINANCIAL
ASSISTANCE
PROGRAMMES

C‘T CHR provides financial assistance
to the scholars working in the field
of social sciences and humanities - thrust
area being Kerala studies - (i) to attend
conferences, seminars or any other
academic event (ii) to consult Libraries/
Archives/Museums and other data

repositories and for fieldwork as part of Travel Assistance to Scholars

their research, and iii) for availing library

memberships and access to repositories For attending conferences / consultations of libraries/ archives/ museums and other data
including archives repositories as part of their research and for fieldwork

Travel Assistance for the consultation Travel Assistance for attending

of libraries/ archives/ museums and Conferences

other data repositories as part of their

research and for fieldwork. Following scholars availed the assistance
Following scholars availed the assistance 1. NavasK.C., Sree Sankaracharya

University of Kalady
To attend the British Legal History

1. Madhu Narayanan, lIT Chennai Conference Queen’s University,
Field and archival visits at Belfast, Ireland as part of the research,
Thiruvananthapuram, Chennai and Interventions and Experiments during
Bangalore as part of the research, the Conquest: The shifts in the Legal
Making Bamboo Baskets: Craft and System of Early British Malabar
Materiality in Twentieth Century South 2. JaseeraC. M., Independent
India Researcher, Thiruvananthapuram
2. Irfan Habeeb R.T,, University of To attend the 22nd congress of the
Hyderabad Indo-Pacific Prehistory Association
Visit to the British Library, London, as part of the research, Use Alteration
United Kingdom as part of the Traces in the Megalithic Burial Pottery
research, The Dynamics of Subaltern from Kerala.
Militancy in Malabar 1922-56: 3. Dr.Ajayan T, Assistant Professor,
Ideologies, Contentions and Violence Devaswom Board College,
Sasthamkotta
To attend the 4th World Conference on
Social Sciences as part of the research,
Spanish Flu 1918: An Indian Experience
8 | KCHR NEWSLETTER y
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Financial Assistance to Academic
Institutions

For conducting/hosting academic
conferences/ seminars/ workshops/ panel
discussions/ academic panels as part of
conferences/ public lectures

KCHR provides financial assistance to the
academic institutions such as colleges,
universities and Higher Secondary Schools
under State and Central Governments/
UGC/All India Regulatory Boards for
conducting academic programs on themes
related to Kerala Studies, including History,
Humanities and Social Sciences.

Following institutions availed the assistance

1. Department of History, Government
Arts College, Thiruvananthapuram
Summer School on Writing History

2. Department of History, Maharaja’s
College, Ernakulam
Four-day National Seminar on
‘Locating, Health, Disease and
Colonialism in Kerala Historiography’
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Financial Assistance to Non-Educational
Institutions

KCHR provides financial assistance to non-
educational institutions registered in Kerala
for conducting academic programmes
related to Kerala Studies.

Following institution availed the assistance

1. Hume Center for Ecology and Wildlife
Biology, Wayanad
Seminar on Food and Nutrition
Security in the context of Climate
Change

CHR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE AN

Financial Assistance to Public/Village
Libraries

To enhance the collection of books and
materials in the field of History

KCHR provides a grant of Rs.25,000/- to

a maximum of 50 public/village libraries

to supplement their collection of History/
Social Science books, and archival material
including digital sources in social sciences.
The following libraries availed the grant
during July - December 2022

1. Priyadarshini Smaraka Kala Samskarika
Vedhi & Library, Payattuvila.
Thiruvananthapuram

2. Arangu Grandhasala, Thurakkal,
Malappuram

3. PK. Memorial Grandhasala,
Ambalapuzha, Alappuzha

4. Rising Star Library Arts & Sports Club,
Kattakada, Thiruvananthapuram

5. Nanma Grandhasala, Uzhamalackal,
Thiruvananthapuram

6. Appunni Ettan Vayanashala, Kottayi,
Palakkad
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AREA

IN FOCUS @
KCHR LIBRARY

HISTORY OF BOOKS

Gautam Das
Project Assistant (Academic), KCHR

gﬁooks and such documents have been
an important source for historical
research, but books have also become an
object of historical inquiry themselves.
Book history takes books to be a significant
cultural form, marked by varying and
particular histories. Books are here
historical material through which to study
the formation of public spheres, ideas of
authorship, development of technologies,
emergence of trade networks, control of
information, and so on.

Among the titles related to book history
that are available in the KCHR Library, an
early classic is The Coming of the Book: The
Impact of Printing 1450-1800 by Henri-Jean
Martin and Lucien Febvre. This studies
everything from material form to the
influence of the book form upon ‘modes of
consciousness’ in modern Europe. Alberto

10 /| KCHR NEWSLETTER
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Manguel’'s A History of Reading is a rather
more poetic account of the various kinds
and activities of reading, from clay tablets
to digital tablets. An encyclopedic account
of printing and modern publishing in India
is the three-volume History of Printing and
Publishing: A Story of Cultural Re-awakening
in India, edited by B. S. Kesavan. The
different volumes focus on specific histories
of publishing in the different regions of
India.

Books and the social practices surrounding
them are sometimes seen as part of an elite
‘high’ culture. Francesca Orsini’s Print and
Pleasure: Popular Literature and Entertaining
Fictions in Colonial North India and Anindita
Ghosh’s Power in Print: Popular Publishing
and the Politics of Language and Culture in

a Colonial Society both study print as part

of popular culture in northern and eastern

India. Finally Print Areas and Moveable Type,
two volumes edited by Abhijit Gupta and
Swapan Chakravorty, present a reflection
and survey on the discipline of book history
in India through a collection of articles

on vernacular print cultures, publishing
technology, book trading, and so on. L

01/08/23 12:34 PM



ublished by Primus Books, Patrick

Olivelle’s Collected Essays, Volume Il
isthe publication of his last fifteen years of
study, which covers various subjects. It is
a broader repertoire of materials and texts
not represented in his first volume. Olivelle’s
work is a combination of more than thirty
books and eighty odd articles. This new
volume contains shorter writings of Olivelle’s
critical edition and translation of the Law
Code of Manu (Manavadharmasastra,
2005), Vaisnavadharmasastra (2009),
Yajnavalkyadharmasastra (2019 and 2020)
and translations of Buddhacarita (2008), the
Kautilya-Arthasastra (2013) and significant
collections of translated writings in the
Dharmasastra tradition (2017).

Olivelle’s Publications and scholarship are
in the field of Indology and religion. The
area he worked on in his earlier study was
Dharmasastra, while here closely looked at

Newsletter July-Dec 2022.indd 11
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Patrick Olivelle

Pooja Priyadarsini
Project Assistant, KCHR

Kautilya’s Arthasastra, which he translated.
Another book he worked on by first
translating it and further critically analysing
the material text was Ashwaghosha’s
Budhacaritha and his repertoire of works.
He follows a writing method by translating
the sources, the Sanskrit texts, and critically
reading them. Readers can encounter

pri £

Olivelle’s careful philological editing and o -
translation of Sanskrit texts, which, in a LA ] 2
} ) A
"7 b fpf
4 ' i .
4

Davis, “Olivelle’s editions and translations
function as both foundation and the
justification for the shorter writings in this
volume”. °

by gt

EE

.

way, enables a paradigmatic shift in
critically understanding the historical
understanding of ancient India.
Olivelle tries to problematise the texts
like Purushartha, which, according

to him, has been misrepresented in
history writing where sources were

not dealt with comparatively and
diachronically in the very act of writing
history. His writing methods form the
basis of monographs on significant
areas such as religious renunciation, the L
Hindu theology of the modes or stages
of life and the history and development
of the Hindu legal tradition known as
Dharmasastra. The most extensive textual
analysis was done on chapters including v
Arthasastra of Kautilya, the treatise on >
statecraft dating from the first 3

century CE. According to Donald R. \ \

#34 PM
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NEW
ARRIVALS IN
KCHR LIBRARY

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

READING TEXTS AND
NARRATING HISTORY

Reading Texts and Narrating History

Author  : Patrick Olivelle
Publisher: Primus Books, 2022
ISBN 1 9789355721549

Collection type . General Reference

Call number - G901 OLI/R Founding Mothers of the Indian Republic: Bty AE_,

Gender Politics of the Framing of the : OF THE
Constitution NDIAN REP“UBLIC

nstitution

1 Author: Achyut Chetan G
' T~ ' Publisher: Cambridge University Press, 2022
ISBN: 9781108832564

Agnes Smedley: The Life and Times of an
American Radical

Collection type : General Reference

Authors: Janice R. Mackinnon & Call number G 305.409 730 CHE/F
Stephen R. Mackinnon
Publisher: Primus Books, 2022
ISBN: 9789391144319
Y L
Collection type : General Reference
Call number :6 818.520 9 MAC/A Seeking History through her Source: South
’ of the Vindhyas

Women, Gender and Religious Nationalism XEV;’;’O?\ gzgg:;;;: Author - Aloka Parasher Sen

Publisher : Orient Blackswan Private
Author : Amrita Basu & Tanika Sarkar Limited, 2022
Publisher: Cambridge University Press, 2022 ISBN :9789354422928
ISBN :9781009123143

Collection type : General Reference
Collectiontype  : General Reference ; Call number :G 954.8 SEN/S
Call number : G 305.486 954 BAS/W '
12 | KCHR NEWSLETTER .
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Museology: Heritage Management (®maEl : AD 1484-1874

Author  :S.Rajendu

Publisher : Vallathol Vidhyapeetham,
Edapal, 2016

ISBN :9789383570522

Author  : V. Jeyaraj
Publisher : Director of Museumes,
Government of Tamil Nadu, 2005

ISBN - Nil
Collection type  : General Reference Collection type : General Reference
Call number :069.068 JEY/HE Call number :954.83 RAJ/AR

FMonographon
cHURCHMURALgAR;OFKERALA (ad] 86} al@l2l@o
Monograph on Church Mural Art of Kerala | -
Author  :Radhamani Ayinkalath
Publisher : Oral Historical Research
Foundation, Malappuram, 2013
ISBN - Nil

Author  :Jenee Peter & P.K Gopi
Publisher : Centre for Heritage Studies,
Trippunithura, 2009

ISBN - Nil ' .
) Collection Type : General Reference
Collection type : General Reference Call Number: 411.7 AYI/BR
Call number 1 751.73 PET/MO
RaHIRZeHEMo ’
() 2flmedlaflaiomo o, @0, 0omoomaidE

Author . A.R. Rajaraja Varma
Publisher : SPCS, Kottayam, 1902

Author :M.R Raghava Varier ISBN - 9789390681525

Publisher : SPCS, Kottayam, 2019
ISBN 9789388807777 Collection Type : General Reference
Call Number  :494.8125 RAJ/BH 500800704610
Collection type :General Reference

Call number :411.7 RAG/PR
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I KCHR PUBLICATIONS

KCHR
PUBLICATIONS

KCHR ONLINE
BOOK FEST KCHD

c0ce BOOK BOX

25th July to October 31,2022

TO COLLEGE LIBRARIES AND

he online book fest organised by KCHR for promoting reading RESEARCH INSTITUTIONS IN KERALA

history books offered the public a privileged opportunity to buy
books related to Kerala history at a discount of 50%. KCHR initiated & n light of the experience that reading and analysis of history
an exclusive Book Box Offer sale to promote engagement with the éﬂ books leads to honest historical research, KCHR donated a

history of Kerala. The Book bundle with 15 titles pertaining to Survey  gift box of 15 titles of KCHR publications to 123 libraries of major
Memoirs, Travancore and Cochin State Manuals, Malabar Manual government colleges and research institutes.

and Gazetteer, Treaties, Collected articles on perspectives on Kerala
History, Collection of Malayalam Proverbs, etc. of face value of
Rs. 5700/- were offered at a special offer price of Rs. 2700/-. e 1. William Logan’s Malabar Manual Vol & 11, FE 1887 (2000)
2. ACollection of Treaties, Engagements and other Papers of

Importance Relating to British Affairs in Malabar (Malabar
Manual-Vol. lll-FE 1879) (1997) - S. Hemachandran (Ed.)
Malabar Gazetteer FE 1908 (1997) - C.A. Innes
The Cochin State Manual, FE 1911 (1994) - C. Achyutha Menon
Kerala Society Papers, FE 1928 (1997) - T.K. Joseph (Ed.)
Amarasimham - Latin - Malayalam - Latin Dictionary - Dictionarium
Latino-Hystorico Mythologico, Samscredonico, Malabaricum
(2012) - Kesavan Veluthat (Ed.)
7. Vaniyamkulam Panchayat Vijnaneeyam (2001)

-Vijnaneeyam Samithi (Ed.)

Mahishasathakam (2011) - Kesavan Veluthat (Ed.)
9. State Gazetteer Series-Origins and Geography, Pre & Early Historic

Period, Economic Affairs. Volume 11 (1989) - K. N. Ganesh (Ed.)
10. The Travancore State Manual - Vol 1, FE 1940 (1996)

The book box included the following titles

o kW

oy -T. K. Velu Pillai
5 % 11. The Travancore State Manual-Vol I, FE 1940 (1996)
2y - T. K. Velu Pillai
' - : . 4 12. The Travancore State Manual Vol Ill, FE 1940 (1996)
“AI“(‘I;':‘I‘{'R‘R\L\;UAL 3 | | y -T. K. Velu Pillai N
iy 13. The Travancore State Manual Vol IV, FE 1940 (1996) T. K. Velu Pillai
im‘“m'"ﬁ-mmga - I\ 14. Perspectiyes on Kerala History - The Second Millennium (1999)
2000 gl D@Q(M\)]oono — By - P.J. Cherian (Ed.)

»ONAI‘\IUM

15. Whither the Indan Economy? (2012) - C. T. Kurien
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NATIONAL BOOK FESTIVAL -
KERALA SAHITYA ACADEMI

2nd - 11th December 2022

?’ﬁCHR participated in the ten-day
National Book Festival organized

uring Dec 2 - 11, 2022 by Kerala Sahitya
Academi. The festival organized in the
academy premises was inaugurated by
renowned author N. S. Madhavan. The
Academy President Sri. Satchidanandan
presided over the opening ceremony. The
festival had more than fifty publishers with
a wide variety of books. Attractive discounts
were also on offer. Book releases, seminars,
discussions, cultural performances and
literary competitions made the exhibition
venue lively.

The KCHR stall in the festival was well
visited by the scholars as well as general
publicinterested in History. The exhibition
facilitated introducing KCHR projects,
fellowships, research promotion activities,
publications etc. to the public. Visitors
utilized the special discounts of sale upto
50% provided to selected titles. °

Newsletter July-Dec 2022.indd 15

KCHR NEWSLETTER / 15

01/08/23

12:34 PM



I KCHR PUBLICATIONS

KCHR
RECENT
PUBLICATIONS

occasional Paper vol I KCHR OCCASIONAL PAPER SERIES | voL-1

Global Dialogue
India and Latin America G[UBAI_
An Interview with DIA[UGUE

. s INDIA AND
Professor Juan Fernando Calderon Gutiérrez M,NTELAT'NAMER’CA
. R\/IEWW”H
PROFESs; .
e
P. Sanal Mohan P. SANA
Professor of History, School of Social Sciences, Mahatma Gandhi WATHy g, (rOHAN

RACHE 5/ ARGHESE

University & Former Director, KCHR VARGHESE

Mathew A. Varghese
Assistant Professor, School of International Relations and Politics,
Mahatma Gandhi University

%
Beryly

e
mem[ for %

Rachel A. Varghese

Research Officer, Kerala Council of Historical Research, Fulbright-
Nehru Post-Doctoral Fellow (2022-24) at the South Asia Centre,
University of Pennsylvania, USA.

with the support of the Kerala State Higher Education Council

HEC), Government of Kerala as part of the latter’s ERUDITE
Scholar-in Residence Program in 2019. He delivered a series of
four lectures on Latin America Today - Modernity, Development
& Transformation, from 11 to 16 October 2019 in different parts of
Kerala. The paper covers an interview with Juan Fernando Calderén
Gutiérrez currently, Director of Research at the National University
of San Martin (Argentina) and Professor at the same University, at
the Latin American Faculty of Social Sciences (FLACSO), and at the
University of Cérdoba. °

%CHR invited Prof. Juan Fernando Calderdn Gutiérrez to Kerala
S

Professor Juan Fernando Calderén Gutiérrez 4
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Occasional Paper Vol Il

Private and Public Sounds:
Gandhi and the Politics of
Amplification

Lakshmi Subramanian

Retired Professor of History, Centre for Studies in Social Sciences
Associate Fellow, Institute of Advanced Studies, Nantes

hen does sound become public and how does it alter space

and the ways we inhabit it? Is the distinction between
private and public tenable when it comes to sonic expression and
reception? How does sacral sound complicate the distinction?
These are some of the questions that the paper addresed in the
specific context of Gandhi and his intervention in the ‘Music before
Mosques’ controversy in the 1920s. It explores the ways in which
Gandhi viewed sonic practices as part of both satyagrahi practice, an
avowedly political activity as well as a seraphic pursuit to cultivate
the moral self. Admittedly for Gandhi, the personal was political and
ethical and it was therefore, not always easy to iron out a coherent
and consistent discursive position on the issue. However, a close
reading of Gandhi’s ideas on the subject of sound and sound
management offers a useful lens to explore the complexity of the
symbolic politics played around sound that was not simply about
“the private and the public”, but about the redefining of tradition and
the constitution of its essential elements that could be safe-guarded
by law. °

v
} Lakshmi Subramanian
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B RESEARCH WORKSHOPS

MIGRATION

AND

VIOBILITY

Young Researchers’ Workshop

Dr. V. J. Varghese

Associate Professor, Department of History,
University of Hyderabad

@ Chrysoberyl Hotel and
Convention Centre, Kottayam

23-27 August 2022,

@® 9.30AMt05.30 PM

18 | KCHR NEWSLETTER
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foung Researchers Workshop

[IGRATION

and

Workshop on Migration and Mobility
om 23rd to 27th August, 2022 in
collaboration with IUCSSRE, M.G. University,
Kottayam.

%CHR organised a Young Researchers’
.

The aim of the workshop was to think of
new ways of doing the history of migration
in/from India. It envisaged to bring together
a set of researchers currently working on
diverse aspects of migration from colonial
and contemporary India — which includes
but not restricted to the questions of state,
institutions and processes; recruitment,
brokerage and deployment; marginalities
and their intersections; agency and
negotiations; aspirations and everydayness;
barriers to mobility; caste, class and gender;
exploitation, precarities and resistance;

} Participants of the workshop with Prof. P. K. Michael Tharakan and Prof. G. Arunima
at Chrysoberyl Hotel and Convention Centre, Kottayam

lifecycle changes at home and destination;
reproduction of authority and power;

social fields and culture; etc. The five day
workshop provided 13 researchers working
on different aspects of migrations in/from
colonial and contemporary India with a
historical orientation and preferably with a
focus on issues of mobility, the opportunity
to engage in the sessions by senior scholars
with a select number of readings in such

a way to expose the cutting-edge themes
and methodologies in the field and chances
for young researchers to present their work
with an aim of helping them to sharpen
their research questions as well as modes of
enquiry. °
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RESEARCH WORKSHoPrs

MEMORY
HISTORY
FORGETTING

PHILOSOPHICAL PERSPECTIVES

Research Scholars Workshop

Professor Sanil V.

Department of Humanities and Social
Sciences, Indian Institute of Technology, Delhi

Participants of the workshop with Prof. G. Arunima and Prof. Sanil V. at Mascot Hotel, Thiruvananthapuram 4

he workshop envisaged to aid students

at different stages of their research life -
so those entering a Ph.D. after completion
of an M. Phil, currently enrolled in a Ph.D.
programme, and a few Post Doctoral
students and young faculty members are

urgency often producing breakthroughs
in their practice. The workshop took some
of these philosophical queries about
epistemology, ontology and politics

of history by placing the latter within

a spectrum ranging from memory to

@ Mascot Hotel, Thiruvananthapuram
12 to 16 September 2022

® 9.30AM t05.30 PM

encouraged to apply for this workshop.
All practicing historians may not find
time to pause their work and pose these
philosophical questions. However, many
great historians have pursued them with

Newsletter July-Dec 2022.indd 19

cosmology. The sessions of the workshop
focused on careful and critical readings of
some seminal texts in the philosophy of
history.
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The King's Craftsmen

History of the Ivory Carvers of
Thiruvananthapuram

30

Professor Sharat Sunder R.

Department of Architecture, College of
Engineering, Thiruvananthapuram

11th July 2022,3.00 P M | Zoom Meet

he talk was based on the speaker’s own

book The King’s Craftsmen - History of the
Ivory Carvers of Thiruvananthapuram which
explores, for the first time, the saga of the
craftsmen community of Thiruvananthapuram.
Once celebrated for their skill in producing
magnificent handicrafts in ivory, the ivory craft
guilds of Thiruvananthapuram thrived through the
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries under
royal patronage and remained active until the
late 1980s when the Indian government banned
the sale of ivory and ivory carvings. As the work
explored an area hitherto neglected, that too
about a marginalised community, the author’s
main challenge was locating sources illustrating
the craftsmen’s life. The talk also throws light on
the meticulous documentation of oral history
involved in the making of the book, which was
published by KCHR during 2016. °
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Fear of Numbers

Demographic Anxieties and Syrian Christian
Responses in Kerala

Dr. V. J. Varghese

Harmony Hall, Mascot Hotel, Thiruvananthapuram

11th August 2022, 3.00 PM
@iven the growing anxiety among the Syrian Christians of Kerala
about their declining proportion in the population of the region,
the presentation proposed a look at the demographic transition
of the community from the early 20th century to the present day
exploring three specific historic cum demographic contexts in
modern times and the heterogeneous responses that the Syrian
Christian community offered to those situations of numerical
angst. It shows that contestations driven by population numbers
and proportions are historically contingent and could be used for
diverse and conflicting purposes - it could be used to engender a
majoritarian fear, it could be used as a tool in the hands of a state
harbouring its developmentalist anxieties and also for fanning
existentialist fears by certain communities. The presentation
suggested that the ongoing Syrian Christian fear of becoming
a minor within the cohort of minorities also hints at an internal
crisis and perhaps a loss of moral weight it possessed earlierin a
multi-religious society and its shared cultural life, as much as the
majoritarian politics that engulfs the minorities today.

Dr. V. J. Varghese

Associate Professor, Department of History,
University of Hyderabad
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Inter University Centre for Social S
(Iucs
Mahatma Gandhi Ur

—

-e Research and Extension

iy, Kottayam

@ [
PUBLIC LECTURE, @ L)

MORALITIES OF LAND "RECLAMATION
ABAR

CHURCH, AGRARIAN EXPANSION AND MIGRATIO!
DIV, VARGHESE | MONOAY | 22AUstST

|

Moralities of Land ‘Reclamation’

Church, Agrarian Expansion and
Migration to Malabar

Dr. V. J. Varghese

IUCSSRE Conference Hall
Mahatma Gandhi University Campus, Kottayam.

22nd August 2022, 11.00 AM

he presentation made an attempt to engage with the seeming

anachronism of deploying spiritual renderings in the service of
the material gain and attaching sacrality to modern secular-material
transformations. It demonstrated how religious and theological
dispositions worked - in both explicit and implicit ways - in shoring
up enterprises of land reclamation and agrarian expansion in
modern Kerala, South India. Couched in a religious vocabulary
reclamation became a godly sanctioned mission in the Christian
narratives of this modern enterprise. Also, normative truths of
migration and agrarian expansion were produced in a wider moral
economy of salvaging wilderness to a new cosmos of development
and prosperity, with its own sense of virtue/sin, morality/immorality
and benediction/punishment. At the same time, the Christian world
had its own estrangements along this mission, driving two Catholic
denominations into conflict for authority and identity. It complicates
the material/spiritual binary in order to explicate the adaptive
functions they perform in constituting interstices and demonstrate
that the secular-material is not always deprived of a sense of the
sacred and its distinctive moralities.
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SCHOLAR-IN-RESIDENCE PROGRAMME

PUBLIC LECTURE |
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Fieealn Gouneil for Historical Researe

Can History save Philosophy?
Professor Sanil V.
Sonata Hall, Mascot Hotel, Thiruvananthapuram

26th September 2022, 3.00 PM

concepts. Does it have any use for history? For some history of
philosophy has only pedagogical value. Others may hold that history
of philosophy offers a template for all other histories. In recent
times “historicize everything” has been used as a slogan to unmask
the essentialist pretensions of philosophy. However, philosophy as
‘thinking the present’ demands a critical and creative response to
history. This need is strongly felt in contemporary Indian philosophy
which is alienated from both western philosophy and also classical
Indian thought. The recent cosmological turn in history and also the
philosophical appeal of geo-philia may offer an opening to think
about a history of philosophy outside the west. The talk briefly
considered Ramachandra Gandhi’s suggestion that the history of
philosophy in India may be seen as a constellation of sages. °

aghilosophy, it is claimed, deals with universal and eternal
I
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Amateur Curiosity
Passion and Politics

Professor Sanil V.
Seminar Hall, Sree Sankaracharya University of Sanskrit, Kalady

11th October 2022, 10.30 AM

he social sciences see research as a method-driven activity.

Does the curiosity of the amateur have any place within that
viewpoint? Who is an amateur? How does he relate to knowledge
and reality? The amateur’s attitude towards ‘instantaneous felicity
of a situation’ (Antoine Hennion) and her or his narcissism (the
amateur does only what she/he loves) may not be constrained by
the familiar protocols of interdisciplinarity. In the talk, the speaker
explored the love for knowledge and the politics of amateur curiosity
through a brief sketch of some contemporary Indian instances. °

wnlnl““R

I UR (‘umn il

Professor Sanil V.

Department of Humanities and Social Sciences
Indian Institute of Technology, New Delhi
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KCHR

INTERVENTION

Preventing Domestic Violence:
Patriarchy, Law and Judiciary

07

Dr. Arathi P. M.

Assistant Professor, School of Indian Legal
Thoughts, M.G. University, Kottayam

25th July 2022,3.00 PM | In Zoom

he regulation of an intimate family relationship to control

and prevent violence against women in the domestic space
is analyzed as an instance of interference by the state to regulate
and monitor a hitherto ‘private’ space. Seventeen years of
implementation Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act
(PWDVA), 2005 obligate to ask what extent can the interference of law
help suppressed women to use law as a tool to change situations
of familial violence and thereby enhance their capacity to engage
with the ‘male space’ of courtrooms? The presentation addressed
feminist dilemmas and foregrounds the issue of women’s autonomy
in situations of domestic violence. The mainstreaming of feminist
legal interventions through the PWDVA has brought new challenges
for feminists. The discomfort of reiterating patriarchal values through
judicial intervention in deciding the boundary of counselling and
mediation practices by protection officers under the PWDVA is part
of the discussion. The lower courtroom experiences can be read as
a dialogue within a section of feminist groups in India who endorse
feminist political ideals of liberty, individual rights, and equality and
seek to institutionalize these within the law. The ‘result’ from the
whole legal and judicial process as part of PWDVA may not give a
solution to the ‘violence’ they have undergone but the courtroom
and client counselling experience reveals that it does provoke the
woman to think in terms of emancipation. The everyday practice
of domestic violence law in the lower courts of Kerala suggest the
nuances in this direction. °
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Policing in Liberal Democracies:
Legal Violence and Scientific
Interrogations in India

08

Professor Jinee Lokaneeta
Political Science and International Relations Department,
Drew University, Madison, New Jersey

29th August 2022, 7.30 PM | In Zoom

n Aug 8, 2021, the Chief Justice of India stated: “The threat

to human rights and bodily integrity are the highest in Police
Stations. Custodial torture and other police atrocities are problems
that still prevail in our society,” thereby reiterating the need to focus
on Policing in Liberal Democracies. The talk broadly based on the
speaker’s recent book The Truth Machines: Policing, Violence, and
Scientific Interrogations in India (2020). The book explores the
workings of law, science, and policing in the everyday context to
generate a theory of state power and legal violence, challenging the
monolithic frameworks about this relationship. Based on cases and
interviews with lawyers, police, and forensic psychologies in five
Indian cities, Professor Lokaneeta provides insights into a police
institution that is founded and refounded in its everyday interactions
between state and non-state actors. The postcolonial Indian police
have often been accused of using torture in both routine and
exceptional criminal cases, but they, and forensic psychologists,
have claimed that lie detectors, brain scans, and narcoanalysis (the
use of “truth serum,” Sodium Pentothal) represent a paradigm shift
away from physical torture; most state high courts in India have
upheld this rationale. Attention to truth machines reveals the texture
of violence experienced by certain sections of the population, even
under the rule of law, especially in terror related cases. Professor
Lokaneeta argues that the attempt to replace physical torture with
truth machines in India fails because it relies on a confessional
paradigm that is contiguous with torture. Theorizing a concept of
Contingent State, the lecture demonstrated the disaggregated,
and decentered nature of state power and legal violence, creating
possible sites of critique and intervention. °
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